
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

²ƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ŀǊǘǎ ǾŜƴǳŜǎ ƛƴ CŀǊƴƘŀƳ  
 

tŀǘǊƻƴǎΥ {ƛƳƻƴ wǳǎǎŜƭƭ .ŜŀƭŜΣ /.9  ŀƴŘ 5ŀǾƛŘ ²ƘŜƭǘƻƴ h.9Σ a5 tƘƛƭƘŀǊƳƻƴƛŀ hǊŎƘŜǎǘǊŀ 
 

tŜǊŦƻǊƳŜǊǎ ¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ƛǎ ŀ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ LƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅ  

CƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ǘƻ ƳǳǎƛŎΣ ƻǳǊ ǇŀǘǊƻƴΣ 5ŀǾƛŘ ²ƘŜƭǘƻƴ 
ǿŀǎ ƎǊŀƴǘŜŘ ŀƴ h.9 ƛƴ WǳƴŜΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ƴŜǿǎ 

ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŀōǎƻƭǳǘŜƭȅ 
ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƘƛƳ ŀƴŘ 
Ƙƛǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ  IŜ Ƙŀǎ    
ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭƭȅ ƘŜƭƳŜŘ 
ǘƘŜ tƘƛƭƘŀǊƳƻƴƛŀ       
hǊŎƘŜǎǘǊŀ ŀǎ ƛǘǎ      
aŀƴŀƎƛƴƎ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ŦƻǊ 
нт ȅŜŀǊǎ ƴƻǿΦ  

     ¢ƘŜ CŀǊƴƘŀƳ IŜǊŀƭŘ 
ǉǳƻǘŜŘ ƘƛƳΣ  άL ŀƳ        
ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ŀƴ 

h.9 ŦƻǊ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ǘƻ ƳǳǎƛŎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ нлмр vǳŜŜƴΩǎ .ƛǊǘƘπ
Řŀȅ IƻƴƻǳǊǎ [ƛǎǘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ  ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

ǊŜƳŀǊƪŀōƭŜ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǝƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ tƘƛƭƘŀǊƳƻƴƛŀ        
hǊŎƘŜǎǘǊŀ ƳŀƪŜǎ ǘƻ .ǊƛǝǎƘ ŀƴŘ  ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ ƳǳǎƛŎŀƭ 
ƭƛŦŜΦέ         

     IŜ ǘƘŜƴ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘΣ ά !ǎ ŀ ǇŀǘǊƻƴ ƻŦ tŜǊŦƻǊƳŜǊǎ 
¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ CŀǊƴƘŀƳΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǇƭŜŀǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ŀ ǘƻǿƴ 
ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ǎǳŎƘ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ǘǊŀŘƛǝƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘǎέΦ 

     

/ƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǝƻƴǎ ǘƻ 5ŀǾƛŘ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ 
ƴŜǿǎΤ ǿŜ Řƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǊŎƘŜǎǘǊŀ 
ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ŀƭƭ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƻƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘƻǳǊǎ ŀƴŘ 
ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ              
ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜΦ  hǳǊ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻƻΣ ŦƻǊ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊπ
ƛƴƎ tŜǊŦƻǊƳŜǊǎ ¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜΦ 

        ±ƻƛŎŜ           
bŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊ ƴƻΦ ф    {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нлмр                

tŀƎŜ м 

An OBE for our patron 

CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ŜƳŀƛƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ǳƳƳŜǊΣ ǿŜ ƴƻǿ ƘŀǾŜ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǎŜǘ 
ǳǇ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ 

t9wChwa9w{ ¢hD9¢I9w 

DŜǘ ¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ 
 

¢ƘŜ ŘŀǘŜ Ƙŀǎ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎ ōǳǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ 

¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ уǘƘ hŎǘƻōŜǊ 
ŀǘ т ŦƻǊ тΦолǇƳ 

¢ƘŜ tǊƛƴŎŜǎǎ wƻȅŀƭΣ DǳƛƭŘŦƻǊŘ wƻŀŘΣ CŀǊƴƘŀƳ D¦мл мb· 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ƴŜǿǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ǘƻ Ǉŀǎǎ ƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ 
ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǝƴƎ ƛŘŜŀǎ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ - ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ƎŀƳŜ-ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎΦ 
Lƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǘǳǊƴΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ōǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ƴŜǿǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŦƻǊπ
ƳŀǝƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘǎΣ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜΦ 

    Lǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝǾŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƭƭ ƻǳǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊ 
ƎǊƻǳǇǎΣ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴȅ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ 
ƻǳǊ ŀǊŜŀΣ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜǊǎ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ CǊƛŜƴŘǎΦ 
   {ƻ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƳŜΣ ƻǊ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳǊ ƎǊƻǳǇ 
ŎƻƳŜǎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘΦ  
   aŜŜǘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜǊǎΦ 
   CƛƴŘ ƻǳǘ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŜƭƭƻǿ ƳŀƪŜǊǎΦ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

!ƴ w{±tΣ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎΣ ƻǊ ƻƴ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪΣ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŜƭǇ ǳǎ ƎŜǘ ŀ 
ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ǿƛƭƭ ǎƘŀǇŜ ǳǇΦ 

 

{99 ¸h¦ ¢I9w9ΗΗ      

GET TOGETHER to SHARE IDEAS and OPPORTUNITIES  

WƻŜ aƛŎƘŜƭ       
ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ            
ŀƴ  ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ            

DŜǘ ¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ 

¢ƘŜ tǊƛƴŎŜǎǎ wƻȅŀƭ 
ŀǘ wǳƴŦƻƭŘΣ CŀǊƴƘŀƳ 



tŀƎŜ н 
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All Hallows School  
 

²Ƙŀǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ŀǳŘƛǘƻǊƛǳƳΗ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ŎƻƴŎŜǊǘ ǾŜƴǳŜ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ !ƭƭ Iŀƭƭƻǿǎ 
{ŎƘƻƻƭ ŀƳǇƭȅ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǝŜǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŦƻǊ Ƴŀƴȅ ǎŎƘƻƻƭŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΦ   

 

     ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ŦǊŜǎƘ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǊƎŜ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅΣ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ƛƴ ƭŀǘŜ нлмпΦ 
²ƛǘƘ ƛǘǎ ǊŀƪŜŘΣ ŬȄŜŘ ǎŜŀǝƴƎΣ ƛǘǎ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ƛǎ оплΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ 
ŀƴ  ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǘƻ ƻũŜǊ ŦƻǊ ƛǘǎ ƻǿƴ ƳǳǎƛŎ 
ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜǊǎΦ  !ƴŘ ōŜƛƴƎ ǎǇŜŎƛŬŎŀƭƭȅ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƳǳǎƛŎ Σ ǘƘŜ 
ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ŀǊŜŀ ƛǎ ƅŀǘ ŀƴŘ Ŝŀǎƛƭȅ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƘƻƭŘ ŀ Ŧǳƭƭ ƻǊŎƘŜǎπ
ǘǊŀΣ ŀǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǎŜŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇƘƻǘƻΦ  ¢ƘŜ Ƙŀƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ 
ƳƻŘŜǊƴ ƭƛƎƘǝƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻǳƴŘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎΣ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ 
ŜȄǇŜŎǘΦ  aƻŘǳƭŀǊ ǎǘŀƎƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƛŦ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘΦ  ! ƭƛƎƘǝƴƎκ
ǎƻǳƴŘ ŜȄǇŜǊǘ ƛǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ƘƛǊŜΦ  
 
 
 
 
 

       CƻǊ ǊŜŦǊŜǎƘƳŜƴǘǎΣ ŀ ŎŀŦŜ ƛǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ǎŜǘ ǘƻ 
ǎŜǊǾŜ ŀƭŎƻƘƻƭ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŘǳŜ ƴƻǝŎŜ ƛǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘΦ  ¢ƻ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ 
ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜΩǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅΣ 
ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ƅƻǿ ƻǳǘ ƻƴǘƻ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜΣ ƭƻƴƎ ōŀƭŎƻƴȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǾƛŜǿǎ 
ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŜƴ ŬŜƭŘǎ ǘƻ ǘǊŜŜǎ ŀƭƭ ŀǊƻǳƴŘΦ  
     ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǇƭŜƴǝŦǳƭ ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΤ  ǘƘŜ  ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ 
ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀǧŜƴŘŀƴǘǎ ǘƻ ƻǾŜǊǎŜŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎΦ   

 
CƻǊ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ 
ƻŦ ƘƛǊŜ ŀƴŘ 
ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƛƭƛǘȅ 
ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ 
ǘƘŜ .ǳǊǎŀǊΣ 
/ŀǊƻƭƛƴŜ 
!ƴǘǊƻōǳǎ 
ƻƴ лмнрн 
ооммлфΦ 

New Performing Arts venues in Farnham 

¢ƘŜ ǇƭǳǎƘ ǎŜŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǊŀƪŜŘ ŀǳŘƛǘƻǊƛǳƳ ǘƻ ǎŜŀǘ оплΦ  

¢ƘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǳǎ ǎǘŀƎŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ǊŜŀŘƛŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƻƴŎŜǊǘ 

CƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǳǎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƘŀƭƭΥ 
±ƻƛŎŜǎ ¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΣ ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŎƘƻƛǊ 
όŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ млл ƳŜƳōŜǊǎύ  
CŀǊƴƘŀƳ ¸ƻǳǘƘ hǊŎƘŜǎǘǊŀ 
±ƛƻƭƛƴǎ ¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ 
/Ŝƭƭƻǎ ¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ  

²Ƙŀǘ ƴŜǿǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aŀƭǝƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ                   
ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ IŀƭƭΚ 
²ƻǊƪ ƛǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǿŀȅ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǿ  ŀƴŘ ŘǳŜ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǝƻƴ 
ǘƘƛǎ !ǳǘǳƳƴΗ  ¢ƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǎŜŀǝƴƎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜŘ ōȅ ŀ 
ƴŜǿ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ōƭƻŎƪ ƻŦ нол ōƭŜŀŎƘŜǊ ǎŜŀǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƛǎƭŜǎ Řƻǿƴ 
ǘƘŜ ǎƛŘŜǎΦ  {Ŝŀǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƭŀǊƎŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 
ƳƻǊŜ ƭŜƎ ǊƻƻƳΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ Ƴŀƛƴ ŜƴǘǊŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ 
Iŀƭƭ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ōƭƻŎƪŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƴŜǿ ŜƴǘǊŀƴŎŜ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ 
ǎǘŀƎŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǝƴƎΦ  ! ƴŜǿ ¢ŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ .ƻȄ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 
ǎǳǎǇŜƴŘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪ ǿŀƭƭΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ƴŜǿ ōŀŎƪ 
ŜƴǘǊŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀǳŘƛǘƻǊƛǳƳΦ  
     ! ŎǳǊǘŀƛƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘǳƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǎǘŀƎŜΣ ŜƴŀōƭƛƴƎ ŀ ǊŜŘǳŎǝƻƴ ƻŦ  ǘƘŜ ǎƛȊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ǎǇŀŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƅƻƻǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

ǎǇŀŎŜ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǝƴƎΦ DƻƻŘ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅΣ ǊŜƳƻǾŀōƭŜ 
ŘŀƴŎŜ ƅƻƻǊƛƴƎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ŀǊŜŀΦ  
CƻǊ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ ǎƘƻǿǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǝƭƭ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ 
ǎŜŀǝƴƎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƅŀǘ ƅƻƻǊ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ǎŜŀǝƴƎ ς ƳŀȄƛƳǳƳ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ǘƘŜƴ  
ōŜ пллΦ  
bŜǿ ƭƛƎƘǝƴƎ ōŀǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƭƻǿŜǊŜŘ ǎƛƎƴƛŬŎŀƴǘπ
ƭȅ ǊŜŘǳŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻŎǳǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƭƻǩƴƎ ǝƳŜΦ  
bŜǿ ƭƛƎƘǝƴƎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ [95Σ ƻōǾƛŀǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ƎŜƭǎΣ 
ŀƴŘ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ ǾŜǊǎŀǝƭƛǘȅΦ  
¢ƘŜ ƘŜŀǝƴƎ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜŘΦ   
!ƭǊŜŀŘȅΣ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪπ
ǎǘŀƎŜ ŀǊŜŀǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŘǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǊƻƻƳǎΣ ǘƻƛƭŜǘǎ όƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ 
ŘƛǎŀōƭŜŘ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǝŜǎύ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǊŜƘŜŀǊǎŀƭ ǎǇŀŎŜΦ  

!ƭƭ Iŀƭƭƻǿǎ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ŀƭǎƻ ƻũŜǊǎ ŀ ǘǊŀŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ Ƙŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ ƘƛǊŜΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǇǊƻǎŎŜƴƛǳƳ ŀǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƴƎ ǎǇŀŎŜΦ  
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 Farnham Youth Choir, a choral organisation started 

in 1984 by music teachers David and Gillian Victor-

Smith, was once described as 'The jewel in Farnham's 

crown'.   

      In 1992, the first time the choir won the coveted title 

of Sainsbury's 'Choir of the Year',  the whole contest (of 

successive rounds) was broadcast by BBC Television, 

trailed often, advertised in the Radio Times and, as a re-

sult, was followed avidly by residents of Farnham who 

were caught up in the unfolding drama of their very own 

children's choir reaching such dizzy heights of national 

fame!  

      Front page 

articles appeared 

in the Farnham 

Herald; Blue Pe-

ter appearances 

followed as did 

news items on 

South Today. 

Jeremy Paxman 

and Anne Robin-

son included ex-

tracts from the 

winning pro-

gramme on Newsnight and Points of View.   

      The playwright J. P Donleavy selected  a track from 

the choir's first CD, 'The Water of Tyne' as one of his 

eight favourites for Radio 4's Desert Island Discs. These 

were heady days during which time the public profile of 

the choir as a successful choral organisation, and the pri-

vate battle each September to select sufficient new singers 

to maintain the standard, ran side by side.  

      The youth choir expanded to 3 Junior Choirs and a 

four part Chamber Choir, and it was to become a model 

for choral organisations across the country.  By 1997 

when the youth choir won the Choir of the Year title for a 

second time, FYC's musical director David Victor-Smith 

was described by Howard Goodall as 'Legendary'...and 

that year he was 

appointed MBE 

by HRH The 

Queen. 

    All this was 

nice, but the real 

educational work 

of taking succes-

sive generations 

of young singers, 

some quite raw 

and inexperienced in the art of choral singing, was just as 

challenging each September when a new 'Vintage' of FYC 

needed to be melded into the sound so beloved by its au-

diences far and wide.  The educational brief was un-

changed since the choir's formation: to give to children 

who sing the same opportunities for performance as those 

on offer to young instrumentalists through the network of 

country orchestras.  

     One such experience was to undertake the discipline of 

recording, each member being given the chance to make 

at least one disc in his or her choir career.  FYC now has a 

discography of twelve repertoire CDs that, apart from 

pleasing the per-

formers, has also 

provided inspira-

tion to youth choir 

directors across 

the world.  

    The choir has 

also increased the 

repertoire by 

commissioning 

new music from 

respected contem-

porary composers such as Jonathan Dove, Sir Peter Max-

well Davies and James Macmillan, the thrill of bringing 

brand new music from page to listener providing unique 

challenges for inexperienced young singers.  

   When the choir travels, as it does every year, its hosts 

invariably introduce it as 'Farnham' and the name has been 

taken to China, Singapore, Australia, America and many 

European countries. Similarly, many choirs from The 

States, Canada, Australia, Russia, the Czech Republic and 

many European countries, are all familiar with Farnham 

as being a centre for excellent choral singing for young 

people. 

     But locally, the 

saying 'familiarity 

breeds contempt', 

has never been 

truer.  Despite its 

ever-changing per-

sonnel, Farnham 

Youth Choir has 

managed to main-

tain an impressive 

track record of 

success at national 

and now international level that spans 23 years  - which is 

no mean feat, not always finding eye catching headlines in 

the local paper as used to happen! Old news, perhaps? 

     But this summer's achievement capped it all: at the 

European Choir Games held in Germany in early July, the 

Farnham Youth Choir was declared the European Choir 

Champions of 2015, beating similar top children's choirs 

from as far afield 

as Canada, Rus-

sia, Germany and 

Denmark.  The 

challenging 20 

minute pro-

gramme had to 

follow rules: the 

programme had 

to include ... 
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Christmas concert in 2009 

Australia and Singapore Tour in 2003 

2007:  FYC and the men of St John's College 

Cambridge at the Royal Albert Hall by invita-

tion of the RPO, with John Rutter conducting. 

Prince Charles meets Farnham Junior Girlsô 

Choir at St Jamesô Palace in 2004.   

Jubilation at the European Choir Games, 2015 



DƻƻŘ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǘ 
ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ƻƴŜΣ ƻƴ hŎǘƻōŜǊ уǘƘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ tǊƛƴŎŜǎǎ wƻȅŀƭΦ  
     {ƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘΩǎ ŀŎǝǾƛǘȅ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ƴŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊǎΣ ǎƻ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ōŜ ŀǿŀǊŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǘǊŀŎƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŘŜǾŜƭπ
ƻǇƳŜƴǘǎ ǊŜƭŀǝƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ wŜŘƎǊŀǾŜ ǎƛǘŜΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ Ǿƛǎƛǘǎ ǘƻ 
ǎŎƻǇŜ ƻǳǘ ǇƻǘŜƴǝŀƭ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ǾŜƴǳŜǎ ς ¢ƘŜ aŀƭǝƴƎǎ 
ŀƴŘ !ƭƭ Iŀƭƭƻǿǎ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ ƘŜǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ 
²ŜȅŘƻƴ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΦ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     ²ŜΩǾŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ǊŜǾƛŜǿŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǎǎƛōƛƭƛǝŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇπ
ƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘ tŜǊŦƻǊƳŜǊǎ ¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ƳƛƎƘǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǘƻ ƛǘǎ ƳŜƳπ
ōŜǊ ƎǊƻǳǇǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ƘƻǇƛƴƎ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ 
ŀ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭƭȅ-ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŘŀǘŀōŀǎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ aŜƳōŜǊǎ ǘƻ 
ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘƻǎŜ 
ƘŜƭŘ ōȅ aŜƳōŜǊǎΣ ǘƻ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘŜ Ŏƻ-ƻǇŜǊŀǝǾŜ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ 
ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘΣ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǝŜǎ ς ŜǾŜƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ  
      ²ŜΩǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǇǊŜŦπ
ŜǊŜƴǝŀƭ ǊŀǘŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜ ƪŜȅ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΦ ²ŜΩŘ 
ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ōŜƴŜŬǘǎ ŦƻǊ CǊƛŜƴŘǎ ς ǘƘŜ [ƻȅŀƭǘȅ /ŀǊŘ 
ƛŘŜŀ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ƎƻƴŜ ŀǿŀȅΣ ƛǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ōŜŜƴ ǎƭŜŜǇƛƴƎΗ 
     ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ǝŎƪŜǝƴƎΣ ǘƻƻΦ 
!ƴŘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƴŜǿ .ƛƎ LŘŜŀ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳΦ 
      tŜǊŦƻǊƳŜǊǎ ¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ƻƴƭȅ ƳŀƪŜǎ ǎŜƴǎŜΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΣ ƛŦ 
ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ōǳǎȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǎǘŀȅƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƻǳŎƘ ǿƛǘƘ ŜŀŎƘ 
ƻǘƘŜǊΦ ²ŜΩǊŜ ƘƻǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ōǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǝƻƴ 
ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ƴŜǿǎ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ ς ǿƛǘƘ ƅƛŜǊǎ ǘƻ Ǉŀǎǎ 
ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜƳ ς ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ 
ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƻ ǇƻǘŜƴǝŀƭ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜǎ ŀƳƻƴƎǎǘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƻƳǇŀπ
ƴƛŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ŀ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ 
ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǘΩǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ 
ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǿƛǘƘΦ   {ŜŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜǊŜΗ 

YŀǘŜ bŀǇƛŜǊ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴǎΣ           
ŜȄǇƭƻǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ǎŎŜƴŜ ƛƴ CŀǊƴƘŀƳΣ     

ŀǘ ŀ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ DŜǘ ¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦ 
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Choral music from the Renaissance era, something from 

a contrasting culture to the performers' own in a foreign 

language and a composition by a living composer from 

the choir's country of origin -  and only one item could be 

accompanied by piano. 

       Farnham's young choir, forty singers ranging in age 

from 11 to 18 years and between them representing some 

20 schools from a 

15 mile radius of 

Farnham, returned 

home triumphant 

with not one but 

two European Gold 

Medals, having also 

qualified to com-

pete in the Grand 

Prix of Nations 

where they met 

choirs from Taiwan, 

Canada and Russia 

- European, in this contest, meaning where the competi-

tion was held rather than from where the competitors 

originated.  

     This is important. As all arts groups understand  full 

well, publicity is the oxygen that supports the recruit-

ment of new members (and encourages new audiences, 

too). It is a never ending uphill struggle for non-profit-

making educational groups such as FYC to compete 

against the big players, the businesses such as Stage 

Coach and Rock Choir.  

     This summer, the FYC audition day failed to attract 

more than a handful of young singers with aspiration to 

join the organisation that offers outstanding musical edu-

cation through the medium of choral singing, despite a 

450 mailing into schools and giving brochures to every 

peripatetic music teacher whose details we could glean 

from our current members.  Our expert tutors who really 

do come with outstanding credentials, will be working 

with such low num-

bers that the eco-

nomic viability of 

the organisation is 

threatened.   

     But the most 

heart-breaking as-

pect is the number of 

young people who 

will be denied the 

opportunity to par-

ticipate in experienc-

es that enable them 

to ' dip their toes' into the professional world of the per-

former. Where next for the Jewel in Farnham's Crown?   

 
A story of remarkable endeavour, talent and the 

achievement of enormous success over very 

many years!  Surely members of Performers  

Together can help in identifying new young 

singers for audition?  Contact details are on the 

FYC website.  

Farnham Youth Choirs: proud champions at the European Choir Games 

²Ƙŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘ ōŜŜƴ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ DŜǘ ¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΚ 


