
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Performers Together is a Community Interest Company 

Performers work harmoniously together for a new performance venue    

        

Quarterly newsletter no. 1 

Voice Voice           November 2012 

Combining superb entertainment with really excellent 
food was the key to a wonderful evening's entertain-
ment when Performers Together arranged the first of 
these events for a delighted crowd on Sunday Oct 21, at 
Frensham Pond Hotel. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Some of the many 
guests 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Guests as well 
as parents of 
performers 
enjoy watch-
ing the two 
youth groups 
 
 
 
 

 

Groups working together was a theme running through 
the evening as Jeremy Newton, 
an actor with the Farnham 
Shakespeare company intro-
duced two groups of young 
singers, the first a select group 
of the most experienced sing-
ers from the Farnham Youth 
Choirs, recent winners at the 
World Choir games in the USA.   
 

                                                                                         

 
 

Under the di-
rection of David 
Victor-Smith, 
with the accom-
paniment of 
Julia Freeman, it 
proved an abso-
lute delight to 
hear this choir 
transport the audience to different countries through 
enchanting and beautifully sung pieces.   

 
Next on the bill were Farnham Stagecoach;  talented 
and engaging youngsters determined to shine - and 
they did!  These spirited performers sang and moved in 
chorus under the direction of their principal, Jan Lyon 
aided by their singing tutor Kimmy Bryceland.  
 
 
 
 
 

 

“I thought it was all quite brilliant. The evening 
ran like a well oiled machine, everything 
seemed perfectly chosen - the timings, the 
setting, the balance of acts, the delicious   
combination of foods, the links … it was a 
great evening’s entertainment.  Here’s to the 
next one!" said Nigel Morley. 

Jeremy Newton opens 
the evening 

The seniors from Farnham Youth Choirs 

Complex songs,  
intricate rhythms 
and different  
languages—all 
part of this Choir’s 
amazing abilities.  

Farnham  
Stagecoach 
show their 

paces.  

1 



After the excellent buffet,     
Anthony Ramsden, chairman of  
Opera South introduced William 
Whymper, a professional actor 
from Farnham Rep. 
 
 

 
 
 

William performed 
two very different 
speeches from plays 
by Ayckbourn and 
Pinter.  With his 
reminiscences of 
theatre exploits, 
these readings 
proved a wonderful 
diversion for guests 
 
 

Changing the mood once 
again, Artifice, a local profes-
sional theatre company that 
had recently performed at the 
Jane Austen festival in Bath 
entertained the audience with 
plenty of humour and flair.   
Introduced by their Artistic 
Director, Kate Napier, four 
young actresses, one of whom 
played the keyboard, pre-
sented a costumed excerpt 
from: Reading Histories and 
Drawing Pullets, a play about  
writing novels written by Kate 

Napier 'with a lot of help from Jane Austen'.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Then came the talented 
male a cappella quartet, 
Something for the Week-
end.  These performers 
who all sing with the Farn-
ham Amateur Operatic 
Society, demonstrated their abilities to sing unaccompa-
nied in close harmony, but also with great wit and musi-
cality.  This proved a wonderful and cheery way to end 
the evening. 

 

Finally John Darker, chairman of 
Waverley Singers closed the eve-
ning by thanking the performers 
for their magnificent contribu-
tions to the entertainment and 
encouraged all present to join 
Performers  
Together, if not already mem-
bers, as the benefits were clear 
to all.  He also encouraged peo-
ple to see details on the website:  
www.performerstogether.org.uk 
 

"This certainly was a brilliant evening and I should like to 
thank all the amazing performers.  What talents there 
are in this area!  I should also very much like to thank 
Mike Silver, Roger Rendle and David Wylde for their work 
in organising this glorious evening" said, Joe Michel. 
 
Our grateful thanks to Peter Sillick for all photography. 
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Anthony Ramsden 

William Whymper 

Kate Napier of Artifice   

Two of the Artifice  
actors  pictured in a 
scene from Reading 

Histories and Drawing 
Pullets 

  

Poignancy 
delight 

and wit  
from  

Artifice 

Something for the Weekend – 
talented, funny and capable  
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Some of the guests at the evening entertainment were 
new to Performers Together and its aims so each guest 
received a Programme together with a reminder of our 
objectives and an update on our progress to date.  It's 
now repeated here for those who were unable to make 
that evening.  
 

Welcome to you all from Performers Together!  
 
 

Who are we, you may well ask?   
 

Performing arts groups and societies, schools and col-
leges in and around Farnham articulated a real need for 
a purpose built centre for the Performing Arts, for all 
ages, to benefit all the community. Performers Together 
is a new Community Interest Company with plans to co-
ordinate the interests of these groups and spearhead 
this campaign.  
 
Our Assets include: 
►   44 schools and colleges, including the University of 
the Creative Arts, from whom we have a letter of sup-
port from the Vice-Chancellor:  
►   21 varied arts groups 
►   17 key support groups including: 

Alder Valley Brass;  Farnham Amateur Operatic 
Society; Farnborough Legion Band; Farnham Rep; 
Farnham Rock Choirs; Farnham Shakespeare Com-
pany; Farnham Theatre Association; Farnham 
Youth Choirs; Farnham Stagecoach; Grayshott 
Stagers; Hampshire Guitar Orchestra; Hart Male 
Voice Choir; LynchPin Productions; Opera South; 
Rushmoor Male Voice Choir; Stagecoach; Some-
thing For The Weekend; Waverley Singers.  

  
►   A highly experienced theatre consultant, Michael Hol-
den who was responsible for setting up the operation of 
the Globe Theatre, London  
►   Potential audiences numbering thousands from 
among these support groups plus wide-ranging local ex-
pertise in architecture, design, law and planning   
►   A deep local longing for live performance in a good 
venue that has never gone away. 
 
Already achieved! 
We have formed a steering group from among our key 
supporters.    
We then formed a Community Interest Company which 
has a board of directors: John Darker, David Parker, 
Roger Rendle, Richard Sandars and Mike Silver.  Two fur-
ther members are co-opted on as advisers: Anne Cooper 
and Joe Michel. 

 Target for the coming year! 
►    We aim to create a business plan and identify the 
most useful partner organisations  
►    Work up embryonic designs for a new venue;  re-
search and identify suitable sites 
►    Increase numbers of our Membership and Friends 
and raise our public profile 
►    Put the funds gained this evening towards these ends 

and funding our day to day activities 

►    Stage a series of enjoyable, social and yes, fund-

raising events planned over the year.  

  
What we are doing now! 
We are in the early stages of exploring the talents and 
skills of all those around us.   Already we have an excel-
lent link with the UCA - the University of the Creative 
Arts in Farnham - whose Vice Chancellor says: 
 

"I have no doubt that if the project comes to           
fruition the University would find many ways of 
making use of the venue both in terms of de-
veloping our engagement with the community 
and as venue for our own teaching and exhibi-
tion activities.   Whilst the project is at an early 
stage, we are supportive..." 
 

The Maltings is an established Arts Centre and we are 
working with their director Gavin Stride to collaborate on 
mutually beneficial activities as our aims are   comple-
mentary and not in competition. 
 
Frequently Asked Questions 
►  What will the venue be called?   
Suggestions welcome - own name offers for over £1m! 
  
►  When will the building be achieved?  
The design of the theatre work in progress and site iden-
tification is being researched, but the timescale is long 
and depends on circumstances.  
  
►  What about the Redgrave?  
Waverley is unlikely to release the theatre to the commu-
nity at a peppercorn rent; it has twice approved its demo-
lition and expects a high rental from the site in perpetu-
ity. It could be tied up in the CNS/East Street develop-
ment for up to 15 years.  
 
► How about the Maltings?  
Plans at the Maltings are to offer a small-scale perform-
ance space for incoming touring productions, with…. 

Farnham Visitors Forum   
At a recent meeting, John Darker and Anne Cooper    
represented Performers Together, John giving a     

presentation on the CIC and its aims.  The story was 
given good coverage in the Farnham Herald 9       
November, and helps to build our profile. 



  ...limited availability. Performers Together will add to 
and complement this for many groups for whom this is 
not well suited.   
 

►  Where will the money come from?   
Performers Together will review the FTA business case 
and create a new plan for the operation of the building 
before grant applications for capital are made.  
A recession is a good time to build - costs are at their low-
est.  On advice from Jeremy Hunt, MP for Farnham and 
Maria Miller, MP for Basingstoke Capital, past and pre-

sent Secretaries of State for Culture, applications for 
grants will be made, as well as from outlets such as the 
Charity Performance Guide, together with donations and 
covenants.    
  

And a mystery question from our consultant:  

“Do you know where Sir Michael Rake, (Chairman of BT) 
lives?”  

  

Please let us know at:  

mike.silver@performerstogether.org.uk  

What would you like to see? 
 
Some of our supporting groups have 
already very generously offered their 
services to us as a fund-raising ven-
ture - we could run a brass band con-
cert, maybe a choir concert.             

We could focus on plays with profes-
sionals performing play or poetry 
readings.  What is clear is that there is 
undeniable choice amongst all the 
talent within this area that supports 
Performers Together.  
 

Why don't you let us know what you 
would like to see as a concert?   
 
Please send us your ideas and offers, 
via the editor : 
 
mike.silver@performerstogether.org.uk 

We are delighted to announce that the next concert will 
feature the Hampshire Guitar Orchestra, who play 4 dif-
ferent sizes of Guitar, like the different sizes in a recorder 
consort, brass band or string quartet. They are one of a 
handful of guitar orchestras - free from the limitations of 
pitch that constrain guitar ensembles.  
 
Hampshire Guitar Orchestra is an  amazing and versatile 
group; they play all eras, all styles, and principally music 
that isn't normally played on guitar. They often find that  
they send the audience away saying "I wasn't expecting 
that", and that's a wonderful response.    
 
The Orchestra's repertoire goes back as far as Renais-
sance, but will also include modern material - they have 
Katie Melua, Lennon and McCartney, Shadows - and they 

may slip in some Dvorak, Karl Jenkins or South American 
composers. And they intersperse the music with humor-
ous introductions, as is their style.  
Read what just some of the reviewers say: 
 
"Hampshire's best kept secret" 
Farlington Music Festival 
 
"Riotously good ensemble playing ... inspirational" 
Classical Guitar Magazine 
 
This promises to be a supremely enjoyable concert so 
don’t miss April 20th in St Andrew's Church, Farnham. The 
evening will also be interspersed with songs from some of 
our members.  We'll give you  more details early in the 
new year and let you know  how to book tickets. 

What next?  

Summer 2013 
Later in 2013 in summer we plan to run another concert in association with KidsFest, the local young people's charity. 
That will be designed to appeal to families and younger children.  Your ideas welcomed! 
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http://www.hago.org.uk/guitars/index.php
http://www.hago.org.uk/guitars/index.php
http://www.hago.org.uk/definitions/guitar-orchestra.php


How can joining Performers Together benefit your group 
now? 
►    We can offer you publicity through our website and 
opportunities to display your posters in Farnham town 
centre. 
►    You can pool and share expertise with other groups 
►    You can collaborate with other groups to present joint 

performances 
►    You can benefit from widening your audiences. 
  
How can joining Performers Together benefit you as an 
individual? 
If you join as a Friend  
►   We can keep you informed about events planned by all 
our contributing groups   
►   We will keep you up to date with the project for a new 
venue 
►   You can widen your circle of friends by participating in 
joint projects 
If you join as a Member  
You can also help form policy and vote at AGMs.      
           
How can you help us? 
We need your support - by joining Performers Together as 
an Individual Member, a Friend or as a Group Member.  
We offer opportunities for you to have a greater say in the 

direction of the company.  Maybe your skills are in PR or 
in Planning and Development?  Please bring your talents 
to the table.  There are opportunities to appoint more 
Directors and Member Advisors. We particularly would 
welcome women onto the Board and someone with thea-
tre/arts management experience.  
  
We aim not to overburden busy lives by asking 100 to do 
the work of 5, not 5 of 100.  Our logo includes sigma, the 
Greek sign for 'the sum of all'; we are the sum of all our 
parts.  
  
What you can do today 
 
►   Come and enjoy these events and join Performers To-
gether: 
   

 

Friend Individual 
Member 

Group Member 

£10 p.a. 

Students 

£2.50 p.a. 

£15 p.a. Group Member £50 p.a.       
Discounted sub £30 for 
groups with fewer than 40 
members 

More Group meetings? 

In its early days Performers Together 

met regularly at Farnham Castle and 

many people found this a useful fo-

rum to share ideas and hear of pro-

gress.  Would occasional further 

group meetings be valuable to mem-

bers?  Please remember that any such 

meetings do take funds to hire a room 

but if you would like such a meeting 

do please let us know.  Specifically 

what is it you would like to see?  Let 

us know by simply replying to this 

newsletter. 

Forthcoming Productions  

www.performerstogether.org.uk  
Editor: mike.silver@performerstogether.org.uk  01252 725263 

Treasurer: Roger Rendle  roger.rendle@performerstogether.org.uk 
Performers Together CIC: Registered office 11 South Street Farnham Surrey GU9 7QX 

Company registered in England and Wales, registration no. 8013871  

 

Robin    
Hood   
Dec 5—9 at  
Farnham 
Maltings. 
 

With songs, fights and a fully 
staged archery contest, Robin 
Hood is a fast-moving, fun-filled 
musical romp. An ideal Christmas 
treat for all the family.  
 

For more details see 
www.farnhamrep.co.uk 

Box Office 01252 7454442  

Farnham Youth Choir  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Words and Music 
Candlelight and Mulled Wine 
 5pm, Saturday 8 December 
St Thomas-on-the-Bourne. 

Tickets £9 on the door. 

Opera South present  

Giaochino Rossini’s Count Ory 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rossini's comic fairytale for 
grown-ups. Performed in   

English with orchestra.   
Haslemere Hall  

7.30 pm on 13 and 15 Feb; 
2.30 pm on 14 Feb;   

5.30 pm, 16 Feb 
www.operasouth.co.uk 

Waverley Singers   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christmas Concert 
Saturday 8th December, 

7.30pm, St Andrew's Church, 
Farnham.  01252 792563 or 
www.waverleysingers.com 

Farnham Rep  


