
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Working to improve access to performing arts venues in Farnham  
 

Patrons: Simon Russell Beale, CBE  and David Whelton OBE, MD Philharmonia Orchestra 
 

Performers Together is a Community Interest Company  

Our next GET TOGETHER 
to SHARE IDEAS and  
OPPORTUNITIES is set for 
May 26th, 7.00pm    
so come along and find out 
more about our plans for 
the Farnham Flash Festival 
next year.   

        It’s your opportunity to get involved; maybe as a solo 
performer, maybe it’s your own Group that would like to 
perform, maybe you know of venues in and around Farn-
ham that we can use. It may be early days, but our list of 
performers and venues is growing and we’d love you to 
contribute to it. The last meeting was very productive and 
in our new location - thanks to Dave Lusher and the Rock 
Choir -  it’s quiet and ideal for round table conversations.  
And it’s convivial. 
      These Get Togethers are also for us all to share ideas 
and issues that affect us, so let us know what is happening 
in your Company, what concerns you may have and what 
help you perhaps seek—we or other groups may be able 
to help and offer suggestions.  

     Discounted Membership of Performers Together - how 
does that sound?  We have a proposal and would like to 
air that idea to get your views. 
     There’ll be wine and soft drinks too, to help lubricate 
everyone’s thoughts! 
 

Where is this Get Together? 

The address is:                                                                 

Rock Choir | Unit 7 | Hurlands Business Centre| 

Hurlands Close | Farnham | Surrey | GU9 9JE 

Please RSVP to give us an indication of numbers. 
 

To help you find the location, this is NOT within the xxxx 
Business Park behind Sainsbury’s but a little further on if 
you are coming from the Town Centre. 
 
From the Shepherd and Flock roundabout take the nor-
therly road A325 to the smaller roundabout where you 
turn right as if going to Sainsbury’s in Water Lane.  Contin-
ue on this road, past Sainsbury’s and towards Badshot 
Lea.  As the road takes a sharp left turn, you turn right 
into Hurlands Close. On your left is the parking area and 
you will see Unit 7.  See you there and please RSVP. 
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May 26 
7.00pm 

The impressive new entrance to Weydon 

School’s Medici Theatre in Farnham is an 

inviting prospect, leading to a large foyer 

with box office, cloakroom and café/bar 

before you enter the auditorium with its 

raked seating providing wonderful sight 

lines to the stage and performers.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Paul  Dimmock,  Director of Commercial Services told 

David Bowden–Smith of Hart Male Voice Choir and your 

editor that they prefer to work 

with groups with whom they 

can set up a good working 

relationship and who become 

regular auditorium users.      

Rostra are available for use; 

specific sound and lighting  

requirements can be met by 

Weydon’s own technician 

who is there to advise and 

work alongside any 

Group’s own techni-

cian. There is plenty 

of parking as well!   
 

 

Make an entrance! 

(Photos by courtesy of David Bowden-Smith)  

Get 

Together 
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                          VOICE 

At this time a new set of local trustees were appointed 

Michael Clements, Sara Gibbon,  Philip Bridgett  and 

Lighting Designer Peter Hunter. 

    In 2009 the Rep mounted its most challenging season 

to date with two productions rehearsing simultaneously 

forcing a shorter turn round at the end of runs.    

   Farnham was 

treated to an 

epic, classic 

adaptation of 

Hard Times by 

Charles Dick-

ens, a comical-

ly poignant 

Quarter-

maine's Terms 
by Simon Gray 

and a world 

premiere of  

romantic come-

dy Room Ser-

vice by Moya 

O'Shea. 

    There was 

no doubt that 

the work on 

offer had 

reached an ar-

tistic high but 

2009 audience 

numbers  suf-

fered for rea-

sons various, 

not the least 

being the re-

lentless rainfall 

and quagmire 

conditions of 

the chosen perfor-

mance period.  

    Theatrical events 

in tents come at both 

a financial and artis-

tic price and alt-

hough a high per-

centage of the audi-

ence love the infor-

mality of being under 

canvas, soon, with-

out full houses, the 

rising financial tide 

of site and produc-

tion costs can be-

come overwhelming.  

      Marquee hire, public liability insurance, security, 

electrical generators and other expenses soon accrue. Ad-

ditional challenges including manpower for publicity, box 

office, security, tea and bar tents plus adverse weather 

conditions and 

acoustic disrup-

tions all took 

their toll. In 2009 

the workload 

proved to be too 

labour intensive 

and uneconomi-

cal for an ageing 

unpaid work force with little or no funding to cushion 

future seasons. 

      Undaunted and with a more modest 2010 offering, the 

company, now simply re-branded as Farnham Rep, 

mounted a Christmas  rendering of David Gooderson's 

adaptation of  The Wind in the Willows at the Tindle Stu-

dio at the Maltings.    

     A  triumphant 

Under Milk Wood 
at the United Re-

formed Church 

followed in  the 

summer of 2011. 

 

 

 

 

Then a return to the Maltings  

for Christmas 2011 and 2012 

for two shows in collaboration 

with Oliver Gray's Illyria The-

atre Company.   

 

 

 

 

Firstly an ingenious 

Pinocchio …. 

 

 

 

 

Farnham Rep        A history by Brenda Longman      part II 

Room Service, 2009  

Hard Times  

Quartermaine’s Terms, 2009 

The marquee in Brightwells Gardens 

Under Milk Wood 

The Wind In The Willows, 2010 

Pinocchio 
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ADVANCE NOTICE 

Sunday October 30th 3.00pm, Tindle Studio, 

Farnham Maltings 

 AWARD-WINNING BBC DOCUMENTARY 

CAVALCADE - A BACKSTAGE STORY     

- 35 years on 
"“Beautifully defines just what is possible in a small 

purpose-built Surrey Theatre by professional ac-

tors and crew among their own enthusiastic per-

forming community" . 
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                          VOICE 

 

...followed by a 

cleverly con-

ceived Robin 

Hood 

 

 

     2012 saw a change of trustees to the current line-up. 

Joining Peter Hunter (Chair)) is Simon Whitfield 

(Associate Director of Farnham and Salisbury Theatres 

and A.D. of Penny Royal Theatre & M.D. of Profile Pro-

ductions), Professor Millie Taylor of Winchester Univer-

sity and Caroline Lumley (Corporate training  director and 

board member of the Watermill Theatre) 

    The trustees changed Brenda Longman's title to Artistic 

Director feeling it presented a more professional title for 

the heading up of a theatre company when dealing with 

possible sponsors in the corporate world. 

     The current Artistic Committee is now Brenda Long-

man (Artistic Director/actress), David Gooderson (actor/

writer/director), Ben Warwick (actor/director), Maurice 

Thorogood (actor/director), William Whymper (actor/

director) and Alex Scott Fairley (actor). 

     The volunteer Management Committee are Bob Cray 

(Chair/ Production Manager), Toby Valley (Set Design/

Publicity Design/Newsletter), Roger Rendle (Treasurer/ 

Box Office/Sound), Angela Rendle (Box Office /

Publicity), Eileen Torbet (Publicity), Frances Kirby (Stage 

Management), Barbara Lake (Fund Raising) and Joy 

Gibbs. 

     Farnham Rep currently concentrates on holding 

fund raising events building up financial reserves 

with a view to offering Farnham a future fully 

fledged theatrical season. 

     Recent rehearsed play readings have proved popu-

lar particularly the 2014 library gardens season of 

Pygmalion, All My Sons and Time and Time Again.  

David Gooderson's play (marking the Centenary of 

World War 1) War! Lies! and a Packet of Fags  sold 

out at the Tindle studio in 2014.   

     Two more rehearsed readings at Brasserie Blanc 

will be Harold Pinter’s Betrayal on 29 May and    

Unexpectedly Vacant on 19 June with Tamara Usti-

nov, Malcolm Rennie and Brenda Longman. 

     Rehearsed Readings:  A profit-share link has 

been set up with the Phoenix Theatre, Bordon over 

the past two summers along with these Sundays at 

Brasserie Blanc for regular try-outs of rehearsed 

readings with a view to future production and small-

scale touring.  

    So far we have enjoyed War! Lies! and a Packet 

of Fags,  Kolbe's Gift, Pygmalion,  Between Friends  
(Carolyn Pertwee), Equally Divided (Ronald Har-

wood). 

 

 

Robin Hood 

Volunteering 

Although Farnham Rep places professional actors at 

the heart of all its shows all the support work involved 

in mounting the productions apart from administration 

is done by volunteers. If you are interested in helping 

with manpower or even as an ancillary performer 

please visit our website www.farnham rep.co.uk/

volunteering to keep abreast of future plans. 

Farnham Rep wholeheartedly supports Performers 
Together and endorses their seeking to improve 
any arts facility or acquire or build in Farnham for 
educational establishments, clubs, societies or 
companies in any of the performing arts. 

Shows promise?  We asked for old photos of you maybe in cos-

tume, maybe in a school play where perhaps you showed early 
promise – or not!  And some of you responded – we’d love to hear 
from more of you!  

“1955 pic taken for the local paper of 3 students of Loughborough 
College of Art (now Loughborough University) dressed for a 'New 
Look' fashion parade.  No pics exist of the various drama produc-
tions I was in, but this was very much 'a performance' with much 
dressing up and training involved!  Oh, to be that slim again!” 

Yes, that statuesque model in the centre is Anne Cooper! 
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www.performerstogether.org.uk  
Editor: mike.silver@performerstogether.org.uk  01252 725263 

Treasurer: Roger Rendle  roger.rendle@performerstogether.org.uk 
Performers Together CIC: Registered office 11 South Street Farnham Surrey GU9 7QX 

Company registered in England and Wales, registration no. 8013871  
Twitter: 

@PerfTogFarnham 
Facebook:  

Performers Together 
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And at Maynard School, Exeter in  Antigone.  Margaret 
Ham against pillar 2nd from right.  Her first ever stage 
appearance, circa 1950.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    Founder member of Bourne Players with over 50 years 
acting and directing and here in their first production 
Happy Days, April 1963.  Margaret Ham, the one in the 
middle on the sofa, says  she  is “still in touch with Mar-
garet Gibbon 1st right and Joyce Gravett 4th right.”   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      Another who owns a scrapbook: here’s Mike Silver as 
John Proctor in The Crucible 1967, in a staged photo for 
the local Chiswick paper.  (This was when programmes 
were 
sixpence 
in old 
money, 
that’s 
2.5p 
today!) 
(And I 
had 
dark 
brown 
hair). 
 
    MS once again, 
in 1977 as Horner 
in The Country 
Wife, (when I see 
that programmes 
then cost ten 
pence, in new 
money!) 
 

 
 
 
So you see, these old pics are fun and we’d love to see 
more of your memories.  In a choir, on a stage, playing 
an instrument, whatever you were doing, send us your 
photos (2 max per person please). 

 

YOUR MEMBERSHIP IS NOW DUE  The year begins 31 March. Please renew it now!  
• Do you want to increase your audience numbers? 
• Do you want to publicise your productions and events in a prominent position in Farnham Town? 
• Do you want your productions and events promoted on a website that attracts  hundreds of hits a week? 
• Do you want help in setting up professional on-line ticketing to help drive your income? 
• Do you dream of rehearsal and performance space? 
    You are not alone!  
•Read more about this and subscribe to Performers Together for these every day and every performance.   
• One membership payment a year for endless publicity!   

Friend - Friend for just £10 p.a. Students £2.50 p.a. 
Individual Member -Individual Member £15 p.a. 
Group Member - Group Member £50 p.a. Discounted sub £30 for groups less than 40 members. 
 

Simply go to:  www.performers together.org.uk and complete your details on line or 
Please make your cheque payable to Performers Together CIC, and send to: Joe Michel, address address???  


