
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Working to improve access to performing arts venues in Farnham  
 

Patrons: Simon Russell Beale, CBE  and David Whelton OBE, MD Philharmonia Orchestra 
 

Performers Together is a Community Interest Company  

Another Get Together is now arranged for all our 
members and friends to share views on the new op-
portunities created by the various upcoming devel-
opments, here in and around Farnham.  What do 
they  mean for you and your Company?    
 

   It’s an ideal time to let us know what is happening 
in your Company, what concerns you may have and 
what help you seek where we can perhaps assist 
you.  After all, sharing ideas and information is a 
tenet of Performers Together.  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    The date is Wednesday 10th February and the 
meeting kicks off at 7pm.  Wine and soft drinks will 
be available. 
     And, thanks to Dave Lusher, Chairman of Rock Choir we 
have been offered use of a meeting room at their Head 
Office, here in Farnham. That’ll be quieter than the pub 
we had been using so easier to talk and discuss without 

missing anything! Plus 
there is ample parking 
right outside. We are very 
grateful to Rock Choir for 
this kind and supportive 
gesture.                
          
 

The address is:                                                                 
Rock Choir | Unit 7 | Hurlands Business Centre| 
Hurlands Close | Farnham | Surrey | GU9 9JE 
Please RSVP to give us an indication of numbers. 

        Voice           
Newsletter no. 10      February 2016 

Page 1 

GET TOGETHER  

Members enjoying a relaxed moment as other 

members arrive for the Get Together 

A break in proceedings! 

Separating the AGM from 

the Get Together we      

enjoyed three different   

humorous pieces, presented 

by Anne Cooper, David 

Wylde and Rowan Suart. 

Here’s Rowan in full flow. 

to SHARE IDEAS  
and OPPORTUNITIES  

WELCOME to our new                

Group Member -                                  

Farnham Brass Band 

 

The band is a traditional non-

competition town band originally 

formed in 1975 and playing in and 

around Farnham. The band has 

many regular engagements 

throughout the year ranging from 

village fetes and carnivals to for-

mal dinners and concerts. 

 

Performers Together is delighted 
that you have joined us. 

Farnham Brass Band playing under the 

Bandstand on a sunny day in Brighton  

Get Together 10th February, 7pm 
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On 6 October last year, a party of people from  Perform-
ers Together met Sarah Gilbert, the new Head of Per-
forming Arts at Weydon School.  Although having only 
been in her job five weeks she was keen to show us 

around their new 
theatre. 
    The seating was 
retracted when we 
visited and extends 
to seat 300 people; 
it reputedly takes 
just 15 seconds to 
set it up and is a 
system is similar to 
that at the 
Maltings. 
    The theatre 
offers a flat con-

cert hall type of stage without any rostra to change the 
height.   
     There are no wings as such although the black drapes 
could be drawn in a little to create such.  Surprisingly 
perhaps this theatre has a fly tower, an expensive addi-
tion, and offers a cyclorama. There is also the opportuni-
ty to project onto it.   
     Design of this theatre space seems most suited to 
floor presentations to the raked seating, for example 
through choirs, orchestral concerts, soloists and so on.  
Of course the school can make excellent use of this new 
facility for talks by the headmaster to a particular year 
group or to parents.  Certainly it will be  most useful as a 

concert 
stage and 
confer-
ence 
platform 
for the 
school’s 
many ac-
tivities.  
      As a 
theatre 
venue it’s 
noted that 
the dress-
ing rooms are a little removed from the stage with no 
sound monitor to give feedback from the stage. During 
the school day, these dressing rooms have to double as 
classrooms.  As you would expect there is modern LED 
lighting on drop down bars for easy realignment  
     On the ground floor is a very nice bar to meet and 
greet!  
      There is also a room nearby, (Medici) that could be 
used for rehearsal space or for theatre in the round for 
smaller audiences as this has a new lighting rig installed.  
 

For enquiries and availability, Sarah asks that peo-

ple contact Paul Dimmock via  the school website 

or                                                                                              

info@weydonschool.surrey.sch.uk  

However she is also keen to be kept in the loop 

about bookings and potential new hires.  

Sarah Gilbert meeting Roger Rendle, David 
Wylde, Joe Michel and Mike Silver (not 
shown) at one side of the wide stage  

The new auditorium showing the raked      
seating now retracted  

Farnham Rep  (part 1)   A history by Brenda Longman  

New Theatre at Weydon School                          

It is fairly well documented that in response to the 1998 

closure of Farnham's Redgrave Theatre its first artistic 

director, Ian Mullins, created a company whose main 

objective was to re-open the Redgrave with its own pro-

fessional pool of cast and creatives. 

     Without a theatre for the first time in 60 years, in fact 

since 1939,the current nomadic Farnham Rep Company 

is forced to perform its sea-

sons and entertainments in a 

variety of venues. 

     The New Farnham Rep-

ertory Company was set up 

as a registered charity with 

Sir Peter Ustinov as its pa-

tron. It produced its inaugu-

ral season in the millenni-

um year of 2000 which con-

sisted  of three large cast 

productions and played in  a ‘Grand Marquee’ in the low-

er meadow of  Farnham's library gardens. This initial 

project  was fortunate enough to attract considerable 

grant funding from both  Waverley and Farnham Town 

Councils.  

    The season of Lark Rise,  A Midsummer Night's 

Dream and Fantastic Mr Fox was extremely well re-

ceived and the choice of Mullins' productions then set a 

pattern for high 

quality inter-

pretations of 

theatrical clas-

sics which 

quickly became 

part of Farnham 

Rep's respected 

reputation.  

Lark Rise in 2000 Also in 2000, Fantastic Mr Fox 

mailto:info@weydonschool.surrey.sch.uk
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                          VOICE 

     This allowed local audiences to once more enjoy cul-

tural and dramatic material on their own doorstep. It was a 

bonus too that Mullins had two of his own Dickens' adap-

tations in print and included in forthcoming seasons there-

by saving on royalty payments. 

     Unsurprisingly this theatrical venture would never 

have been possible without the inexhaustible amount of 

help and support from a close-knit team of  enthusiastic 

local volunteers working on publicity, wardrobe, stage 

management, sets, box office, security, site construction, 

and refreshment tents. 

  

 

 

 

     A Tale of Two Cities in the summer of 2002 was per-

ceived as a political statement from the company to the 

local authorities. It was given permission to be mounted 

in the open in front of  Brightwells House which forms 

part of the now boarded up Redgrave theatre. Interesting-

ly, Brightwells proved the perfect backdrop for the play's 

setting, built as it was, during the early years of the 

French revolution! 

    This production also began the Rep's tradition of in-

cluding local acting extras and schools in ancillary roles 

thus drawing in active community participation and in-

volvement. 

     The Grand Mar-

quee in Brightwells 

Gardens then be-

came the home for 

further summer 

seasons. Produc-

tions in 2003 in-

cluded Henry 1V 

Part 1 and           

David Copperfield  
and in 2004, 

Charley's Aunt. 
The second part 

of the 2004 sea-

son saw the Rep 

decamp to St 

Andrew's 

Church for a 

promenade in-

terpretation of 

Thornton Wil-

der's Our Town. 

    In March  

2004,  patron 

Sir Peter Usti-

nov died and his 

daughter, Farn-

ham actress 

Tamara Usti-

nov, kindly 

agreed  to take 

over as patron 

together with 

actress Hannah 

Gordon.  
    The company 

remained in St 

Andrew's 

Church for their 

2005 season 

offering David 

Hare's question-

ing Racing De-

mon and Jane 

Eyre as classic 

theatrical fare. 

     This was to 

be Ian  Mullins last season 

with the company as he 

and his wife, actress Hel-

en Dorward. retired to 

New Zealand to be near 

their two sons and grand-

children. 

    With the departure of 

its founder the N.F.R.C. 

became the New Farn-

ham Repertory Actors' 

Company and  the Farn-

ham Theatre Associa-

tion  pioneered by Ann 

Cooper was set up.   

   The FTA was to take up 

the political arm for the future of the Redgrave or at the 

least to ensure a new and comparable building was re-

stored to the community who had initially financed the 

Redgrave's build. The NFRAC's raison d'etre was to fo-

cus on its reputation as a performing force enabling local 

audiences to continue to enjoy the habit of high quality 

drama.  

A Tale of Two 

Cities staged 

directly in 

front of 

Brightwells 

House 

Ian Mullins in Henry IV Part 1 

David Copperfield 

Charley’s Aunt 

Our Town 

Racing Demon 

Jane Eyre 
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    The joint aim of these two sister factions was the hope 

that the now displaced theatre company and its audience 

would eventually find a purpose built home. 

     The NFRAC trustees felt that the core experienced 

players/ writers /directors should take over the running of 

the company in a fully democratic process. Brenda Long-

man was elected as chair with Simon Cole, David Good-

erson, David Roylance, Maurice Thorogood, Ben Warwick 

and William Whymper. The former trustees David Wylde 

and Hannah Williams continued as mentors.                              

    An enthusiastic return to the 2006 summer season 

began with a little known sixties comedy revival The 

Bandwagon written by Terence Frisby. It proved 

hugely popular. This was followed by classic She 

Stoops to Conquer and David Gooderson's own  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

haunting holocaust drama Kolbe's Gift. The latter 

proving an innovative touring opportunity transferring  

to the Posk 

Polish Theatre 

in Hammer-

smith and   

Basingstoke's 

St Mary's         

Studio . 

 

 

 

 

    In 2007 the Rep offered a journey back to the Isle 

of Wight of 1864 with Virginia Woolf's Freshwater, 

Battling Billy by Luath Grant Ferguson ( the result of 

a play-writing challenge thrown out by the Rep) fea-

turing local hero 

and political re-

former William 

Cobbett and… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

... the mad antics 

of the champagne

-popping 1920's 

in  Ayckbourn's 

adaptation of the old Evans/Valentine farce Tons of 

Money. The farce began the season with a return to 

the Library gardens.   

     The Cobbett piece played in St Andrew's Church 

where he was buried and rode over the county border 

like the great man himself to play at the Alton Assem-

bly Rooms.  

     Freshwater was seen at the Watts Gallery in 

Compton and  the Art Workers Guild in London's 

Queen's Square ending a truly peripatetic season.  

 

See part II of this history in next issue  
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                          VOICE 

She Stoops To Conquer 

The Bandwagon—a busy stage for a wonderful and funny  production 

Kolbe’s Gift 

 

Battling Billy 

Tons of Money 

Farnham Rep rehearsed readings:                         
On February 7th Tantalus (by Ian Cullen and   

Catherine Arley) and on February 28th           
Matchbox Theatre (by Michael Frayn) at            

Brasserie Blanc, Farnham 
 

 March 13th Bon East Gala with a return visit 
from Britain's Got Talent finalist Steve Hewlett 

 

Rehearsed Readings on July 5th and July 19th 
at the Phoenix Theatre Bordon t.b.c. 

 

And there’s more…..see the next issue or 
check www.farnhamrep.co.uk for details. 
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Crowdfunding –                                      
a new experience 

By Kate Napier 
 

Katherine Napier PhD 
Artistic Director, Artifice 

 
www.artifice.org.uk 

 

Artifice is part of LynchPIn Produc-
tions Theatre Company Ltd, a compa-
ny of professional theatre makers 
based near Godalming.  Artifice’s 
specific mission is to perform 
‘classical plays in beautiful places’.  
    We offer a site-specific, immersive 

experience for audiences. We’ve had 
significant artistic success since in a 
variety of venues across the south of 
England. All the organisers who have 
booked and/or hosted us have 
booked us more than once.        
      Finances continue slim, though. It 
is always possible to pay the actors 
something for performance, but with 
bookings very largely coming in as 
one-offs, the amount of work in-
volved in each performance is signifi-
cant. 
     We need to be doing more. No-
one else is doing what we do, and we 
struggle with the low recognition fac-
tor. So last year we decided that we 
needed to SHOW venue managers, 
programme managers, event manag-
ers what it is that we do and how it 
works, and a professionally-produced 
promotional video looked like the 
way to go. In order to raise the £2000 

production cost I decided to make on
-line crowdfunding Artifice’s first ma-
jor foray into fundraising. 
     Crowdfunding works on the basis 
that people like to be involved in pro-
jects which interest or excite them. 
We each have a personal ‘crowd’ 
made up of family, friends, col-
leagues and other contacts, and if all 
of these crowds are accessed by a 
team of people, committed to their 
project, the potential crowd can be 
considerable. Added to which, all 
projects are visible to anyone brows-
ing the site, so it’s always possible 
that unconnected people may be 
attracted to your project.    
      People are able to pledge the 
amount they’re happy to give via the 
website, and when the campaign is 
over their pledges are redeemed by 
the crowdfunding company, and then 
passed on to the project, less a fee. 
Some schemes work on the basis that 
pledges will only be redeemed if the 
target is reached or exceeded. 
    I chose a company transparently 
called Crowdfunder UK. I’m reasona-
bly IT literate, and the process of 
setting up a 60-day campaign on the 
Crowdfunder website was fairly sim-
ple, as was the creation of a very 
short video to support the text and 
images I’d uploaded onto the site.   
    Using existing photos, video and 
audio endorsements from actors and 
some voice-over, I put together 
about 2minutes of explanation and 
request, uploaded it to YouTube and 
embedded it on the site. An inter-
esting challenge was devising the 
rewards. The concept is of reciproci-
ty, so that you provide some kind of 
non-financial (this is not investment, 
though some sites are beginning to 
work in this area) ‘thank you’ to 
those who offer support. In our case 
rewards ranged from a thank you on 
social media, through badges and 
signed cards and free tickets, to a 
bespoke private performance at the 
top level. 

    We let people know what we were 
up to in advance – the Artifice news-
letter, Facebook, Twitter. Having peo-
ple ready to pledge when your cam-
paign goes live is a good way to 
demonstrate that there is a crowd 
already committed. It’s crucial to 
keep the momentum up, so lots of 
work went into weekly newsletters, 
social media activity, encouraging 
company members to exploit their 
own contacts and sending out re-
wards. We were a healthy 25% of 
target within the first few days, and 
the amount rose steadily, though 
increasingly slowly.  
     We raised a few pence more than 
£2,111 in 57 days. The sense of suc-
cess was heady! 
     Problems? One or two. There 
were some teething problems with 
the way the site worked but these 
were sorted quickly.           
     Crowdfunder pledges are collected 
via PayPal. Not everyone who want-
ed to support us was happy to use 
PayPal, so we had some direct dona-
tions. It was important to be meeting 
the target visibly as well as actually, 
so we found people who were happy 
to be ‘surrogates’ and pledge these 
amounts and be reimbursed by Arti-
fice. When the business of collecting 
on the pledges began, after the cam-
paign closed, two or three failed and 
had to be chased up, but in each case 
this was simply because the support-
ers concerned had forgotten their 
pledge and blocked the debit.  
      It feels tricky asking people you 
know and like for money, but the 
support, interest and involvements 
that generates represents a whole lot 
more than the finance. The video is 
now made. The task now is to retain 
the interest and support, and to 
make the work. 
 
Successfully crowdfunded with                                                                                   

http://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/

getting-to-artifice-the-video 

http://www.artifice.org.uk/
http://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/getting-to-artifice-the-video
http://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/getting-to-artifice-the-video
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www.performerstogether.org.uk  
Editor: mike.silver@performerstogether.org.uk  01252 725263 

Treasurer: Roger Rendle  roger.rendle@performerstogether.org.uk 
Performers Together CIC: Registered office 11 South Street Farnham Surrey GU9 7QX 

Company registered in England and Wales, registration no. 8013871  
Facebook:  

Performers Together 
Twitter: 

@PerfTogFarnham 

Plans for the Woolmead in place 
 

Plans for the Woolmead have now been submitted and 

indications are that if the plans are approved, work could 

begin later this year.                                                                

That would place pressure on WBC/CN as their outdated 

Brightwells scheme would be significantly overshad-

owed, with retail outlets such as the M & S food store 

very probably locating in the Woolmead.                        

As that store is a significant part of Crest Nicholson’s 

plans for Brightwells, its loss to them would sound anoth-

er death knell to the ill-fated scheme. 

We want your old photos of 
you in costume! 

 

Perhaps you were in costume for 
a school play or singing in a choir 
where  you showed early promise 
– or not!  Maybe you were in cos-
tume for a fair or fete? An ama-
teur play performance?      
     Send us your old photos and 
we will show some of the best in 
Voice.   
     Maybe you have lost contact 

with old friends; perhaps showing 
these photos might trigger the 
memories of other readers? 
    If you send old hard copy pho-
tos these will be copied and re-
turned.  Ideally of course, digital 
photos are preferred, but again 
we do need to know who is in the 
pictures!    
      Send your hard copy pics to 
Voice newsletter, 27 Alfred Road, 
Farnham, Surrey GU9 8ND. 
      Email digital images to the  

address at foot of the page.     
   Please ensure you give your 
name and any details of the occa-
sion of the photo.  
     Perhaps our Group Members 
would like to send in old photos 
of their past performances?  
     We’d be delighted to share 
them with others.  Don’t forget to 
include detail of the production, 
its date and any names. 
 

We look forward to sharing! 

Make the most of the publicity     

opportunities we create for you! 
 
One of our Group Members, Hart Male Voice Choir  

recently advertised with a large A1 sized poster which 

we displayed for them in the Lion and Lamb Yard shop.  

      This proved really valuable as they were seeking 

young singers to take part in their bi-annual competition 

to select the best in three categories.                       

      The choir received 55 applications which was the 

limit they could in fact manage and so they were tremen-

dously pleased with the result.  It shows once again that 

advertising with a well-prepared, arresting and large 

poster, as they did, can produce results.   

     It’s an opportunity open to all Group Members – 

build your responses, build your audiences through  Per-

formers Together.  It makes sense!   

 

 To remind you to get copy to us for the Events Diary 

in the Lion and Lamb Yard, Farnham and to update 

your details on the Performers Together website, we 

will arrange to send a reminder email on a regular 

basis to prompt your action.  

 

      Any posters – get them to us as soon as you can- 

we have invaluable access to a central Farnham dis-

play space with much pedestrian traffic moving past 

and catching details in our window. Be part of it with 

your Company’s details. 

 

PLEASE MAKE SURE YOU SEND YOUR                     

DETAILS IN GOOD TIME 

 

Email to:  mike.silver@performerstogether.org.uk 

 

A belated Happy New Year to all our friends  and supporters! 
We look forward to seeing you at the Get Together,                                    

10th February, 7pm.  

mailto:mike.silver@performers

