
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Working to bring a new performing arts venue to Farnham  
 

Patrons: Simon Russell Beale, CBE  and David Whelton, MD Philharmonia Orchestra 
 

Performers Together is a Community Interest Company  

Impeccable Georgian artifice 
 

Performers Together presented its supporters and friends 
with a wonderful „Georgian‟ evening on October 26,       
featuring costumed comedy coupled with an exclusive  
culinary experience.  
      A two-course evening meal was interlaced with three 
acts from the Georgian play, The Way To Keep Him,      
performed impeccably by Artifice, a renowned local            
professional company who specialise in performing          
classical plays in beautiful places. 
      This ticketed event took place in the Watermark           

Restaurant at Frensham Pond       
Hotel, and was a highly sociable 
and entertaining evening of 'Dinner 
Theatre'.  Kate Napier, both a  
member of the board at Performers 
Together and the play‟s director 
said, “The play is a romping,       
domestic comedy with secrets, lies, 
seduction and revenge!”  And so it 
proved.         
      Artifice's flagship production 
was certainly one to savour;       
between courses the audience were 
undeniably enthusiastic and rapt 
with attention as the plot tantalised, 
simmered and charmed.   
      Lovers of the performing arts 
were delighted by Artifice‟s              

professional cast of Georgian characters who wore stun-
ning costumes in the intimacy of the restaurant setting. 
Performers' Together supporters were transported back in 
time by the artistry of the actors employing only the bare 
minimum of props - a trademark of Artifice‟s technique. 
       The play, written for David Garrick in the time of 
George III, proved to be timeless in its telling, an exquisite 
demonstration of Artifice's talented troupe of actors and a 
great success for the organisers, Performers Together.   
      You can find out more about Artifice and other                                                  

 

Farnham productions by going to: 
www.performerstogether.org.uk where you can become a 
supporter of performing arts in and around Farnham.   
 
Performers Together is a community interest company 
(CIC) a special type of limited company which exists to 
benefit the community rather than private shareholders. 
It was set up to raise funds to build and maintain a           
performing arts venue for Farnham. Its patrons are Simon 
Russell Beale CBE, the actor, musician and presenter, and 
David Whelton, Managing Director of the Philharmonia 
Orchestra. 
      Member groups include Farnham Youth Choir,              
Farnham Rep, Rock Choir, Opera South, Farnham           
Amateur Operatic Society, Hart Male Voice Choir,              
Farnham Theatre Association, Churt Amateur Dramatic 
Society, Waverley Singers and more.  

This is the review in the Farnham Herald,             
13 November 2014 
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Susanna Gordon as 
Mrs Bellmour 

Ray Murphy as       
Mr Lovemore and     

Andrew Hodson as 
Sir Brilliant Fashion 

Lorna Harris and         
Susanna Gordon as  

Mrs Lovemore and            
Mrs Bellmour  

Between acts; 
guests in the    

Watermark             
Restaurant 

 

Susanna          
Gordon and  
Ray Murphy as 
Mrs Bellmour 
and Mr. 
Lovemore 

http://www.performerstogether.org.uk


Page 2 

An offer of help to save the Redgrave, from Andrew Welch (once manager of the 
Castle Theatre and first manager at the Redgrave) was received by our              
colleagues in Farnham Theatre Association with great excitement.                    

      Andrew is renowned for bringing back Chichester Theatre from the brink and  thus  
enabling it to become the success it is today.  There is a chance that this highly praised 
man of the world of theatre could swing attitudes in the Borough towards bringing back a 
theatre in Farnham.  It is excellent and very encouraging news.  
Read what the famous theatre critic Charles Spencer said of Andrew in 2002, from his        
article in The Daily Telegraph’s “Unsung hero of British theatre.”  

ANDREW WELCH  

“After 35 years, there was a real 

risk that (Chichester) theatre, 

whose construction was financed largely by the public subscrip-

tion of local  worthies, would be forced into closure.  

    But quietly, painstakingly, with real taste and flair, he has also 

transformed Chichester's  artistic policy, making it far more  

adventurous.  

    Chichester was in desperate need of rejuvenation, and Welch 

has somehow pulled the tricky task off.  In the first Minerva      

living writers’ season, audiences averaged just 35 per cent. Last 

year that figure had doubled to 70 per cent and Welch has quad-

rupled the number of people under the age of 25 attending the 

theatre. 

     It's a dauntingly large house for straight plays - as big as the 

National's Olivier - and, with 350,000 theatregoers a year, 

Chichester plays to the largest audiences in Britain apart from 

the RSC and the NT. 

    "Not bad for a town of 25,000 people,"  as Welch says.  

      Whoever inherits the theatre he so stylishly brought back 

from the brink will have an  exceptionally tough act to follow.” 

On the 2nd December, Waverley did not make the prom-
ised announcement of progress on the East Street/
Brightwells development, but answered a public question 
at the Executive Meeting, saying that the developers were 
still in negotiations with a funder.  (This has been the 
same reply for the last 6 years). 
      A rhetorical question: Given that research proves that 
over 30% of all non-food purchases are now conducted 
online, would you invest in an out-of-date development 
over which there have been years of controversy and 
which daily falls further behind residents’ requirements in 
relation to how we shop and how we wish to live?   
     English Heritage have now stepped in to register com-
ments on the listed building application WA/2014/1926 
advising Crest Nicholson, the developer to have another 
look at the setting of Brightwell House, with attention on 
the historic  garden walls and cottage.   
     EH's previous advice was based on the defunct 2006 
plan and now the National Planning Policy Framework is 
in place, a new opinion is necessary. So we wait.  The 
most likely date for the WBC Joint Planning Committee to 
meet to discuss this could now be deferred until late Janu-
ary 2015. 
     Campaigners have been resoundingly heartened by the 
very many staunch letters of objection (321) to the Appli-

cation, many of them presenting articulate and well-
reasoned arguments for the application to be quashed.  
     There were excellent letters of objection from Michael 
Holden, Chairman of the Society of Theatre Consultants; 
from Andrew Welch, (see above) who resurrected the 
Chichester Festival Theatre from near collapse to the emi-
nently successful powerhouse that it is today.  
     Of course Performers Together sent in its own rea-
soned Objection letter.   
     Our colleagues, FTA made good use of the shop in the 
Lion and Lamb Yard, Farnham, (courtesy of Sir Ray Tindle) 
to display campaign posters and encourage passers-by to 
sign up to support the Objection.    Always encouraging is 
that these street campaigns  always readily generate peo-
ple coming forward to sign up. There is no compunction 
but a healthy queue of residents absolutely determined to 
save the Redgrave and preserve its outstanding qualities 
for the community to enjoy.  
      We also have the significant letter of objection from 
the Theatres Trust which clearly confirms the need to re-
tain the Redgrave. Thus, they demonstrate they do not 
believe the Farnham Maltings forms a substitute.  
      We residents know the Maltings provides an excellent 
Arts centre but no theatre, for so many reasons, including 
acoustics, back-stage facilities and booking availability. 

INFLUENTIAL FRIENDS OF THE REDGRAVE RALLY ROUND 

     Having prepared a letter to Farnham Town Council (see page 3), this was read out by David Wylde at the FTC 
meeting 11 December.  Supported by other speakers and submissions, this urged the Council to think again about the 
demolition order that hangs over the Redgrave. The result:  
 
 

FARNHAM TOWN COUNCIL VOTES TO PULL BACK ON ITS ‘NO OBJECTION’ TO DEMOLITION       

of THE REDGRAVE for consideration of Andrew Welch’s and Curzon Cinemas' proposal.    

Redgrave Theatre: its future hangs in the balance 



“I understand that the issue of the demolition of the Redgrave Theatre will be raised at  tonight’s meeting. 
 
    As a Conservative I am deeply concerned about this.  With this proposed demolition we are now well and 
truly open to being labelled the Philistine Party, and all for no good reason.  
 
    Farnham is a wealthy town with a wealthy catchment area and should be able to support the arts which 
it wishes to enjoy, provided it has the facilities in which to enjoy them. To knock down a purpose built the-
atre, flies in the face of all sense especially when half of the funds were raised by the local community.  To 
demolish the Redgrave would deprive Farnham of a great opportunity: to have a theatre which it could de-
velop to match the needs of the rapidly growing population of the town and its environs. It would not be a 
threat to the Maltings: the town supported both in the past and Alan Fluck who was involved in setting it 
up would have been horrified to think that the town couldn’t support both. 
 
    Needless to say, the theatre would bring economic benefits as all theatres do: it would make the town 
more attractive to would be inhabitants, better for shops because of the spin off of shopping when coming 
to see shows and also would supply the needs of local performing arts groups who would bring in their 
own audiences. 
 
    As you may know, there are alternatives to the schemes put forward by Crest Nicholson. The independ-
ent cinema chain, Curzon Cinemas, which runs a number of high profile cinemas in London, is looking to 
expand into the home counties, (it has just opened a new cinema in Canterbury which is proving very suc-
cessful, has long identified Farnham as a target for one of its cinemas. Their chief executive, Rob Kenny, 
would be very interested in exploring the opportunity of creating a joint enterprise with the theatre, shar-
ing box office and catering facilities. They are already exploring the idea of one of their cinemas being in a 
joint development with an already existing gallery in Buckinghamshire, sharing facilities. Rob and I have 
spoken and I am copying him into this letter because of his interest. 
 
    Forty years ago I was fortunate enough in my first managerial appointment to be appointed the manager 
of the Farnham Repertory Company: I was the last manager at the Castle Theatre and the first manager at 
the Redgrave Theatre. This appointment was the foundation of a career which has taken me to be the Di-
rector of the Chichester Festival Theatre via being the chief executive of the Warwick University Arts Cen-
tre, the Hong Kong Arts Centre, The Theatre Royal Plymouth and the Theatre of Comedy in the West End. 
None of this would have been possible without the Redgrave which indicates the role this theatre has in 
the ecology of theatre in this country. 
 
    If there is anything I can do to help persuade Farnham Town Council to do all it can to dissuade Waverley 
District Council from its wish to demolish the Redgrave Theatre, do let me know as I would be very happy 
to pitch in”. 

                                                                                                Andrew Welch  

Here is the statement from Andrew Welch that was read out to                                             

Farnham Town Council on 11 December 2014. 

It is heartening news indeed that we have caused Farnham Town Councillors to rethink their                                   

No Objection to the Demolition but this is very early days in getting a sea–change of opinion to                                     

penetrate further into Waverley’s hearts and minds.  

FTA has now set up a January meeting for FTA and Performers Together Members and Friends 
to  meet Andrew Welch and hear what he has to say.  It’s your opportunity to share ideas to 

take this new development further.  We need your enthusiasm and support so come along on 
the 10th January.  See the invitation attached and please, RSVP. 

NEW  
YEAR  
INVITATION 
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Publicity opportunities for you 
 

Please remember that we offer all our Group Members 

two unrivalled publicity opportunities for your Group to 

promote your concerts and plays and events.   

    As well as the regularly updated Events Diary in the 

Lion and Lamb Yard shop in Farnham, There is a                   

dedicated Group Member Events section on the              

Performers  Together website.  So make sure that you,  

or your publicity manager, sends in a brief note about all 

your upcoming events with appropriate photos to best 

display the event.   

To simplify administration, 

please send this detail to 

the Editor at: mike.silver@performerstogether.org.uk 

and this will be forwarded to our website guru.  

    

Please remember that we rely on you to supply  

us with the information.  Make sure your publicity 

manager is aware of this and that we have their 

email address, please. 

 

Abigail 

McKern 

with Joe 

Michel, 

drawing  

the lucky           

winners. 

Agnes  

Penrice 

and Juliet 

at the        

Noel  

Coward 

Theatre  

 

AGM 
Another successful AGM was held on Sunday 2nd 
November; the minutes to be distributed in the 
New Year.  

 

The Performers Together AGM was the very last opportunity for people to 
buy raffle tickets for the wonderful and valuable prize of two top price 
tickets to Shakespeare in Love, plus a programme signed by all the 28 cast 
members, plus a backstage tour, plus a drink after the performance with 
some of the cast was raffled.  Five Star Treatment for the Winner!  
      There was also a second prize of a Red Rover River Cruise for two on 
the Thames.  
        The very lucky winner ofv the top prize was Agnes Penrice and her 
friend Juliet. In fact Agnes bought her ticket at the dinner/theatre event at 
Frensham Pond Hotel and was absolutely delighted!   Sara Rose won the 
River Cruise prize; she too was delighted.  
      Our thanks again to Abigail McKern who is a principal cast member 
herself of this West End show and who arranged this superb prize.  

 

The next event? 
 
 

We are always keen to hear what sort 
of events you, our members, would 
like to see us arrange.                            
For example, given the success of the 
recent Dinner/theatre event, it has 
already been suggested by those who 
have seen Artifice’s Lovers’ Vows that 

this would form a really wonderful 
performance that would admirably 
suit that format and make a memora-
ble evening’s entertainment.   
Your thoughts and ideas are always 
welcomed, let us know.  

We wish a very warm welcome to our newest Group  Member, Churt Amateur 
Dramatic Society, or CADS for short. 

 
Quick off the mark, they make use of the publicity opportunities available to 

them including for their very next production, Grease, the Panto  
 

It’s a timely reminder to all about the opportunities available through us. 

mailto:mike.silver@performerstogether.org.uk
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We wish a very Happy Christmas and a fruitful New Year to our Patrons, Friends, and Members 

The new membership year begins in January 2015  
so please don’t delay, print off this page, complete and send together with your cheque.  

 

Become a Friend or Member 
Help us support performance in the arts in and around Farnham by joining us. 
 

 

 

I would like to be:   (Please tick appropriate box below)  
 
A Friend    □               
A Member (with a right to a vote)   □  
A Group Member (with a right to a vote)   □  
 
Please post information to me at the additional £12pa to cover postage & printing costs.   □   
 
Cheques payable please to Performers Together CIC 
send to: Roger Rendle, 14 Copse Avenue, Farnham, Surrey GU9 9ED     
 

Title (Mr Mrs etc.)……………………………… 

First Name ……………………………………………… Last Name ………………………………………………... 

Address ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Town  …………………………………………….. 

County ……………………………………………………   Post Code  ……................................................... 

Email……………………………………………………………………………………... 

Phone ……………………………………………………................ 

Mobile………………………………………………….. ………… 

Member Organisation (if applicable)  …………………………………………................ 

 

N.B.  We will keep your details for administrative purposes, record keeping, providing information and arranging activities about which we 
may notify you from time to time. Your particulars will not be disclosed to persons outside Performers Together Friends or Members. 

 
Friend £10 p.a.  

Students £2.50 p.a. 
 

 

 
Individual Member £15 p.a. 

 

 

 

Group Member £50 p.a.  

Discounted sub £30 for groups with 

fewer than 40 members. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

www.performerstogether.org.uk  
Editor: mike.silver@performerstogether.org.uk  01252 725263 

Treasurer: Roger Rendle  roger.rendle@performerstogether.org.uk 
Performers Together CIC: Registered office 11 South Street Farnham Surrey GU9 7QX 

Company registered in England and Wales, registration no. 8013871  

Friends  
receive Performers Together e-newsletters and other information on 

events including the Events Diary.  You are welcome at all social 

events and the AGM but have no voting rights.       

 

Individual Members  
have all the benefits of Friends but do also have a voting right at the 

AGM and also at Members meetings.     

 

Group Members 
For affiliated organisations or groups.   Receive Performers Together 

e-newsletters and other information on events including the Events 

Diary.  Nominate a representative to attend members’ meetings with 

a voting right.  Receive minutes of Directors' meetings.          

Twitter: 

@PerfTogFarnham 
Facebook:  

Performers Together 


