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Patrons: Sir Simon Russell Beale, CBE and David Whelton, former MD Philharmonia Orchestra 
 

Performers Together is a Community Interest Company  

It’s been our third year. Some things are the same but many are different so it is worthwhile taking a look 
back for this year’s festival. 
   We tried to go to as many performances as we could manage but there were so many we managed less than half. 
Quite a number were free but even so it entailed quite a layout of funds overall. We shall have to save up for next 
year because it was certainly worth the expense. 

   One of the things that we noticed was that in general audiences were bigger than before. Perhaps the word is be-
ginning to get about. We also met a number of regulars to these events – people who really enjoyed the opportunity 
to go to live entertainment. 
    Whatever your taste there really was something for you. Some perfor-
mances were of an exceedingly high quality while others were just fun or 
entertaining. Words and music all featured, along with a chance to take part, 

as with the children’s 
entertainment and the 
festival choir.  
    We didn’t know 
how Sue Lampard 
was going to build a 
choir out of several 
disparate rehearsals 
across the area and 
without any guaran-
tee that people would 
turn up but the final 
performance on 30

th
 

June showed just 
how skilled Sue is 

and how much people enjoy doing things themselves. 
    Sally Dickson’s writing events were very well supported. Once more it 
shows  
(cont’d)  
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Clockwise from the top: The Flash Festival Fiction Competition - Excitement at the Awards Ceremony; The 

cast of Artifice’s Miss In Her Teens:  Top centre Richard Costello, Below him are Andrew Cazanave 

Pin and Sam Stay,  across the bottom are Rowan Suart, Rebecca Ibbott, Hannah Henderson and 

Ruggero Barlaba;  Calum Fraser conducting at Farnham & Bourne Choral Society’s Summer Concert at 

Frensham Heights School;  

 SUCCESS FOR 3RD FARNHAM FLASH FESTIVAL: A GREAT VARIETY OF   
PERFORMANCES             by Janet and Brian Martin 
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(cont’d)   just how much people like doing things themselves. One of the stories 

that was celebrated at the final award ceremony was written by a man who said 

he had never tried to write a story before. What talents there are in Farnham 

that no one ever imagined! 

   On the subject of joining in there was a fine crop of vocal performances and 

even rehearsals giving folk the chance to join. Anecdotally we understand that 

several have done just that. We constantly hear about the shortage of men in 

choirs. How does that tie in with three male voice choirs taking part in the festi-

val? All were highly enjoyable as were other choirs of all ages and genders. 

Farnham must be as much a town of song as Wales is as a country. 

There are some performers or organisations that can always be relied on for first rate per-
formances. One of these is Tilford Bach Society and we managed to go to two of their 
three events. The first of these was unusual in that it combined words and music with Gra-
ham Fawcett providing the words. One thing that occurred to us was that the musicians 
were applauded as you 
would expect but the words 
left the audience thinking so 
much, the moment for ap-
plause was over before we 
had realised. 
     Another organisation we 
have learned to depend on 
is Michelle Sowden’s Music 
and Art Shindig.  She has 
proved astute in choosing a 

wide range of 
performers and 
genres that the 
audience may dip 
in and out of 
throughout the 
afternoon and 
even into the 
evening. This 
year we heard an 
amazingly talent-
ed young pianist, 
Sophie Dean 
who is just off to university this autumn. She is certainly one we should all look 
out for in the future.  
   The Kindred Spirits Choir demonstrated just how much they have developed 
over the years using their singing as a form of personal therapy for their own 
difficulties and entertaining an audience in the process. Many of the other per-
formers in this session were members of her own talented family, including her 
son, Tom who is fast be-
coming a notable musician 
and one of our regulars 
   A third music group to be 
looked out for is the 

Bridgefield Consort 
who appeared for 
the third time to an 
appreciative audi-
ence for their in-
formal concerts at 
St Andrew’s 
Church. They held 
two morning con-
certs playing a 
selection of period 
instruments in-
cluding recorders, lute, Viol da Gamba, voice and harpsichord. (cont’d)

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clockwise from the top left: Rushmoor Male Voice Choir entertain at Farnham Hospital; The Kindred Spirits Choir 

at the Hale Music and Art Shindig; Workshopaholic by Farnham Rep with cast. L to r: Hannah Berchtold, Gerry 

Tebbutt (director), Melanie Parr (hidden), Deborah Bundy, Warwick Evans, Olivia Maffett, Brenda Longman 

(hidden), Karl Moffatt, Nikita Johal, Jess Gonzalez, Cory Peterson; Tom Sowden on his eight-string!; Ukelele In-

terlude on the opening day;  Cajun Boogaloo;  Simon, Dylan and Imogen; Sophie Dean  



Page 3 

 

    Amongst the older members of the audience there was a certain 
recognition of the problems of old age but with a surprising twist 
towards the end. The attention to detail in the process of presenta-
tion was impressive. 
    The Council Chamber was used for a full performance of Miss in 
Her Teens. Despite a fairly predictable story line the performance 
was very enjoyable with impressive use of a small cast to cover 
several roles and creative costumes. This was produced by Per-
formers Together’s own Kate Napier. 

   We have to confess that the play that gave us the most pleasure 
was in fact a reading. It was a trial run of a new musical currently 
called Workshopaholic. Since it was a trial run it was in uncut form 
and lasted a full three hours. Obviously many audiences would jib at 
such a long sit so it is expected that it will be cut significantly before 
being available for full performance. Its name could also change but 
whatever the variations for the future we felt ourselves privileged to 
be in at the inception of such a brilliant musical.  
    The characterisation was first rate and the songs catchy and hum-
mable. A little bird told us that the performance cost a great deal of 
money because the whole large cast was professional so our ticket 
money was a small offering for such a wonderful performance. If this 
eventually makes it to the West End we shall be queuing for tickets. 
    Finally to the painful issue of funding. Performers Together does 

not benefit financially from the festival but several local charities did. 
We are grateful to our sponsors for enabling this festival to go 
ahead giving so much pleasure to many people. Many thanks also 
to all performers and providers of venues. Each and every one is 
highly valued by the team.                                                 

 

The first was entitled Baroque and 
Before. The second Baroque and 
Beyond included a piece written 
by one of the Consort. Both con-
certs ended with Pastime with 
Good Company written by Henry 
VIII, a favourite of theirs and the 
audience. 
FAOS put on their summer show 
as part of our festival by offering 

Titanic the Musical. 
Knowing the story in 
advance didn’t detract 
from the pleasure given 
by the cast. It was well 
performed and thor-
oughly engaging.  
That was one form of 
drama but there were in 

fact more than we managed last year. 
We were blessed by being able to go to 
all four. The first was a welcome return 
of the talented actor, Edie Campbell, 
who played the part of the mother of a 
young man prior to his execution in the 
US. It is possible that the subject mat-
ter put some people off from attending 
but it was brilliantly performed and 
prompted discussion and some tears 
afterwards. 
    The Ivy Room was dressed out as a 
proper theatre for three short plays 
from Reviva!  All were most enjoyable 
but the middle play was the one that 
provoked the most laughter from the 
audience.  

 

Clockwise from top left: The Choir Company; Simon 

Sheffield; Rock Choir; 3 photos from FAOS Musical 

Theatre Group’s Titanic—The Musical; Mr. Giant; The 

Three Generations, Anita, Nicky and Emma;  

Janet and Brian Martin 
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Farnham & Bourne Choral Society Summer Concert 
Saturday 1st June 2019 - The Aldridge Theatre, Frensham Heights School 

Contributed by Nigel Wood 

Our Summer concert was held on the first day of the 
Farnham Flash Festival, in the wonderful venue of 
The Aldridge Theatre at Frensham Heights School.  
    The audience enjoyed an evening of Haydn conducted 
by our Musical Director Calum Fraser, featuring the Farn-
ham & Bourne Orchestra lead by Gillian Wallace and four 
professional soloists. 
     We opened with a short choral work, Insanae et Vanae 
Curae, followed by the Farnham & Bourne Orchestra play-
ing Haydn’s London Symphony No. 104,* his final one 
composed in 1795 while he was living in London. 
    During the interval the audience, choir and orchestra 
mixed and enjoyed the splendid surroundings and drinks.         
Suitably refreshed, we all returned inside for the second 
half and enjoyed a large choral work accompanied by the 
orchestra and featuring the four professional soloists: 
Catrin Pryce-Jones (Soprano); Joanna Harries (Mezzo So-
prano); Ranald McCusker (Tenor); Thomas Humphreys 

(Baritone).  Theresienmesse (H. XXII/12) is a mass in B-flat major written by Joseph Haydn and named after Maria 
Theresa of the Two Sicilies, empress consort of Francis II, The Holy Roman Emperor. 
    This was the final concert of our 2018-19 Season followed by a summer break, but we now look forward to the new 
season starting in September. 
                                         Nigel Wood 

Calum Fraser conducting Farnham & Bourne Choral Society’s Sum-

mer Concert at Frensham Heights School;  

        

Introducing the                                     
Flash Festival Choir!  

 

The 2019 Flash Festival included a new venture - 
that of a Festival Choir!  Organised by one of the 
PT team, Sue Lampard, the aim was to get Farn-
ham singing!  
    Workshops were planned to run throughout the Festi-
val period, at different venues, days and times enabling a 
cross section of people to go along.    
    Each workshop ran along the same lines, with three 
songs to learn, including some harmony singing. Three 
members of Sue’s own choir (In Accord) assisted at each 
workshop and learned the songs alongside the paying 
delegates. As the last day of the Farnham Flash Festival 
coincided with Farnham Town Council’s Picnic In The 
Park, Sue organised a spot for the ‘Festival Choir’ to per-
form.  
      Whilst uptake for the workshops was not huge, the 
final Festival Choir turned out about 25 singers. Many of 
the delegates attended several of the workshops because 
they enjoyed the experience so much (or maybe they 
were just needing the practice!). Either way, the finale 

event was very well performed with a large crowd in 
Gostrey Meadow cheering them on.  
    The formula worked very well, and Sue hopes to run a 
similar venture next year! 
 

 

The Festival Choir performing on the final day of June at the Picnic 

In The Park, Gostrey Meadow. 

WORKSHOPAHOLIC! 
Another pic of the cast and direc-

tor from  Farnham Rep’s praised 

production.  For full cast list see 

page 2. 



Dear all 

 

I am pleased to write to you with details of the Farnham Flash 

Festival shortlist and winners. Together with the shortlisted writ-

ers for the special Farnham prizes. These were announced at the 

Farnham Flash Festival Gala on June 25th, and thanks to all of 

you who attended and made for such an exciting evening. 

  

    More about the gala and a special invitation to a writers re-

treat in Greece further down. 

  

First the short list: 
  

Short List for the Farnham Flash Festival Prize 2019: 

  

 
  

  

Shortlist for the Special Farnham Prize 

  

 

  

Winners. 
  

Farnham Special Prize 2019:  
Winner:                 A Familiar Face by Lisa Hart 

  

Farnham Flash Fiction Prize 2019 
Third place:        Jess and Tom by Julie Evans 

Second Place:     Going To The Beach - Blue Pig’s Story  by                 

                                                                             Mary Bevan 

First Place:         Our Father’s Favourite Poet was W.B. Yeats  

                                                                by Alison Woodhouse 

  

The compilation of all 26 longlisted flash fiction stories is avail-

able as a booklet and can be purchased from this private 

link:  https://www.completelynovel.com/books/farnham-flash-

fiction-2019 

  

    So the awards ceremony took place at the Spire Church in 

Farnham with readings of many of the longlisted stories, the 

evening was both heart-rending and thought-provoking with 

some truly magical storytelling. 

  

     Alison Woodhouse, our winner, was in Devon looking after 

her daughter but we were able to ring her on the phone for her to 

hear the winning reading and the applause from the room.  

  

     A special thank you goes to all the writers from Melanie 

Whipman’s writing groups. Melanie asked me to mention 

her Greek Writing Retreat : 16th - 20th October 2019  which at 

£690 looks like a fabulous mini-break by the sea with writing 

thrown in for free. Love it.  

    Details of winners and photos from the event here http://

www.farnhamflashfestival.org/farnham_flash2019.html 

  

    Many thanks once again to all of you who entered and made 

this year’s competition such an amazing celebration of writing. 

  

Until next time, 

  

Sally Dickson. 

Writer’s Programme 

Farnham Flash Festival 

New Roots Katrina Dennison     

Behind You Charles W Warren 

The Eye of the Beholder Damhnait Monaghan 

Fruit Ellora Sutton 

Return to Sender Jane Sleight 

Into the Fog Robert Kibble 

Hind Etin Robert Kibble 

In the Soup Charmaine Crossey 

Jess and Tom Julie Evans 

Going To The Beach – Blue 

Pig’s Story 

Mary Bevan 

Our Father’s Favourite Poet 

was W.B. Yeats 

Alison Woodhouse 

Keeper of the Walls Alan Goodchild 

His Name was Jason  David McDougall 

Reflection  David Rowlandson 

Arrival at the Castle  Debbie Fenwick 

A Familiar Face  Lisa Hart 

New Roots Katrina Dennison     

Picking up from the photo on the front page of VOICE here is the full announcement of the                   

Farnham Flash Fiction Competition, by its originator, Sally Dickson. 

www.performerstogether.org.uk 
Editor: mike.silver@performerstogether.org.uk    01252 725263 

Temporary Treasurer: Joe Michel    joe.michel@performerstogether.org.uk 
Performers Together CiC: Registered Office 27 Alfred Road, Farnham                                
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Our grateful thanks to Sally Dickson and Sue Lampard and to all contributors to VOICE,  including, of 
course, Janet and Brian Martin. 
 
Thanks too to the many photographers including Michelle Sowden, Richard Fuller, Vernon Nash, 
Mark Kusionowicz, Nigel Wood, Nigel Morley, Mike Silver and others who will have to remain anony-
mous but our thanks go out to them all. 

https://www.completelynovel.com/books/farnham-flash-fiction-2019
https://www.completelynovel.com/books/farnham-flash-fiction-2019
https://www.melaniewhipman.com/
https://www.melaniewhipman.com/
https://www.skybluetours.co/
http://www.farnhamflashfestival.org/farnham_flash2019.html
http://www.farnhamflashfestival.org/farnham_flash2019.html

