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Our first Get Together of the season, on Sunday October 
15th, was a delight. First there was a brief AGM to wrap 
up the year and report on all our activities, and we cele-
brated the Farnham Flash Festival with a party.  

 Performers performed, the atmosphere was stun-
ningly warm and supportive.

There was food, there was drink, and there was      
entertainment. The afternoon’s performances kicked off 
in some style with the young and talented Fingersmith 
and the Rocking Thumbs, a rock band of renown. With a 
choice of two vocalists as well!

    Changing the style alto-
gether, local professional actor 
Rowan Suart followed on with 
a reading of two excerpts from 
her cleverly constructed 
Austen Sisters performance. 
    Yet again the pace changed 
as we welcomed Raphael 
Peraldi, who performed a 
wonderfully evocative and 
fiendishly difficult Japanese 
piece on the classical guitar. 
     By popular demand he 

then gave us an encore with 
Recuerdos de la Alhambra by Tarrega. Our grateful 
thanks to Raphael for travelling up from Shoreham that 

day, and apparently leaving 
his girl friend on a sunny Sun-
day afternoon just to play for 
us!

Then Giga Philips from 
Cody Musical Theatre Com-
pany gave us a picture of the 
story behind Made in Dagen-
ham. Recounting the essence 
of the tale as well as singing 
snatches of the songs, she 
brought it all wonderfully alive.  

Giga then went on to 
talk enthusiastically 
about Cody’s upcom-
ing next show Don’t 
Stoop The Music 2 in 
March 2018.  They 
do certainly have 
great singers and 
dancers in their      
productions, so well 
worth catching when 

they are on.
Finally we welcomed Mike Twiddy who sang some 

old  and popular favourites to his own pre-recorded 
accompaniment.

Our grateful thanks to all 
our performers and their 
friends.

It was a great afternoon – 
be sure you look out for the 
next one and get it in your  
diaries good and early. The 
more is always the merrier.

WHAT’S NEXT – Farnham 
Flash Festival 2018?
Well, see page 2…..
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FARNHAM FLASH FESTIVAL DULY CELEBRATED

Supporting Performing Arts companies in the Farnham area

Patrons: Simon Russell Beale CBE and David Whelton OBE, former MD Philharmonia Orchestra 
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We set up Performers Together as a Community         
Interest Company to bring together the many and varied 
performing arts talents that exist in and around           
Farnham, to explore common ground and issues, to 
help bring about opportunities for performances, and to 
increase audiences. 
    The Farnham Flash Festival was our biggest effort 
yet, designed to do all of that in a simple, effective and 
very obvious way. We aimed for one event a day 
through June – 30 events. We got well over twice that. 
Performances happened across Farnham, from the 
Hospital out to Wrecclesham, inside, outside and in all 
manner of ways. People who participated found it en-
joyable – even useful; public response was great. The 
general buzz was ‘let’s do it again’.

So we’re planning to.
BUT HERE’S A THING
    Performers Together is not an ‘organisation’ with staff 
and infrastructure, it’s essentially a small committee 
looking to facilitate communications and collaborations 
between performers of all kinds across our area. Every-
thing that happened last year was co-ordinated and 
managed by four people, all with other demands on 
time and energy. It was a first for all of us, and there 
was a LOT of learning to be done. 
    FFF18 should be better than FFF17.  In order to be 
better, we need more help. This doesn’t need to be 
huge – more hands make light work – AND WE WANT 
THE LIGHTS TO BE ON ALL OVER FARNHAM NEXT 
JUNE.   

    Broadly we need help with:
• Liaison – could be simply that you’re the link 

person for your company, making sure we get 
all your information in good time and all your 
members are aware of FFF; could be that 
you’re the person one or two venues stay in 
touch with; could be that you already have use-
ful contacts you could follow up for us – venues, 
supporters, advertisers.

• Distribution – help with getting brochures out 
when the time comes.

• Promotion – again there’s a range of possi-
bilities here, from being the FFF press officer, to 
being the person who undertakes to stay on the 
case with a couple of publications, to updating 
our Twitter feed.

• Fund-raising – we worked on a shoestring last 
year, with funding from Farnham Town Council 
and the Farnham Institute, and drawing on 
some of our own VERY limited reserves. More 
and better means we need more backing. 
Again, maybe you know a person or a firm 

whom you might contact on our behalf, or maybe 
you’d be willing to spear-head the wider cam-
paign.

Help us so we can showcase your talents and expand 
your audiences throughout the year.

PLEASE consider what you can do.
PLEASE share this newsletter with as many people as 
you can – the ‘you’ works for anyone who reads it.

Performers Together is what it says on the tin. If      
performers don’t come together, it doesn’t exist.

Another reminder!

Your publicity – how we can help your company.

Performers Together offers a really good opportunity for 
our members to improve their public visibility and in-
crease the spread of their publicity by ensuring that their 
performance details are added to the Events Diary in the 
window of the Lion and Lamb Yard shop, and on our 
website, together with your company’s logo. IF YOU 
SEND IT TO US!!!

Send your company’s logo (jpegs please) to the editor so 
that it can be built into your Diary entry.  It will greatly help 
it stand out, by reinforcing the brand on your posters.  
And if you have other material such as an event title in a 
specific font or style then please send that too.  Some-
times these can be picked out from a pdf but the best 
results will come from your sending your logo and any of 
these publicity devices direct, again as jpegs please. 

Increase your audience numbers. Build your profile in the 
town Send your information to the Editor.

If you’re not responsible for publicity, then please forward 
this newsletter with the request to your publicity person.  

I hope to hear from you all soon…..
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WHAT’S NEXT – Farnham Flash Festival 2018?

We asked for old photos of you maybe 
in costumes, maybe in a school or col-
lege play where perhaps you showed 
early promise – or not!  And some of 
you responded – we’d love to hear 

from more of you! 
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MORE NEWS OF UPCOMING PERFORMANCES 

In Accord singers will be making three public ap-
pearances during the festive season. The first will 
be on Sunday 26th November at the Watts Gallery 
Victorian Christmas event where they will be per-
forming between 12 and 2pm. 
   During December, Polesden Lacey hosts a month 
of Christmas activity, this year with a 1930s theme. 
In Accord will be singing on Saturday 9th December 
at 1pm.   
   More locally, In Accord will join Farnham Weyside 
Rotary for their carol service on Tuesday 19th De-
cember, 7.30 at Farnham United Reformed Church. 
Visit www.inaccordsingers.co.uk or Facebook for 
more information. 
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YOUR MEMBERSHIP IS NOW OVERDUE  The year began on 1st April. Please renew it now!
And if you already have, thank you so much. 

•  Do you want to increase your audience numbers? 
•  Do you want to publicise your productions and events in a prominent position in Farnham Town? 
•  Do you want your productions promoted on a website attracting hundreds of hits a week? 
•  Do you want help in setting up professional on-line ticketing to help drive your income? 
•  Do you dream of rehearsal and performance space? 
         You are not alone!  
•  Read more about this and subscribe to Performers Together for these benefits every day and every            
performance.   
•  One membership payment a year for endless publicity!

Friend                       - Friend for just £10 p.a. Students £2.50 p.a. 
Individual Member  - Individual Member £15 p.a. 
Group Member        - Group Member £50p.a. Discounted sub £30 for groups less than 40 members.

Simply go to:  www.performers together.org.uk and complete your details on line or arrange a direct bank transfer 
of the sum. 
Our sort code is 40-52-40, the account no. 00024772.  
Join us halfway through this year and benefit from a discounted sub as there are now just 5 months left of this year. Just 
ask for more details.

Simply go to:  www.performers together.org.uk and complete your details on line or arrange a direct 
bank transfer of the sum. Our sort code is 40-52-40, the account no. 00024772.  If using this method 
please make sure you add a reference – your name or that of your group.   Thank you

In Accord a cappella singers

We warmly welcome our newest Group Member - Farnham and Bourne Choral Society 
Their next performance is Saturday 11 Nov, at 7.30pm, Farnham Maltings: Mendelssohn’s Elijah  

Then on Saturday 9 Dec at 7.30pm at St. Thomas on The Bourne, Farnham, with Bourne Brass  
Ensemble: Bach Christmas Oratorio Part 1 including Carols for Choir and Audience 

For more details see www.farnham-choral.org.uk 

And now Cody Musical Theatre Company has also joined us!  Welcome to you as well.  

http://www.farnham-choral.org.uk
http://www.inaccordsingers.co.uk
http://www.farnham-choral.org.uk
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www.performerstogether.org.uk 

Editor: Mike Silver   mike.silver@performerstogether.org.uk.    01252 725263 

Temporary Treasurer: Joe Michel.  joe.michel@performerstogether.org.uk 

Performers Together CIC: registered office: 27 Alfred Road, Farnham, Surrey GU9 8ND 

Twitter  @PerfTogFarnham.         Facebook: Performers Together 

TAKE ACTION NOW to                                
Save Farnham’s Heritage! 

Listed Building Consent Application WA/2017/2028  

This application is on Waverley Borough Council’s 
website for the demolition of the Redgrave Theatre 
buildings, Brightwells Garden walls and cottage and 
works to create two new restaurants at Brightwell 
House.  

The application is part of the East Street/Brightwells 
Scheme which would be detrimental to the character of 
Farnham.  The following policies from the National 
Planning Policy Framework can be quoted in your 
response, but please add your own comments. 

HE3 (ii) Theatres have the “potential to be a catalyst for 
regeneration in an area, particular for leisure, tourism 
and economic development”. Waverley has consistently 
ignored this advice! 

HE7.3 Waverley should consider if the theatre “may 
have a special significance to a particular 
community…… and should take reasonable steps to 
seek the views of that community”. Waverley has never 
asked Farnham’s theatre supporters for their views! 

HE9.3 Waverley should make “reasonable endeavours 
to find charitable uses or authorities willing to take on 
the heritage asset”. They have never done this! 

HE6.2 The Design and Access Statement does not    
contain an assessment of the impact of the loss of the 
theatre on the community who paid for its construction.  
This information is required by this policy! 

PLEASE sign your letter and post it to: Head of 
Planning, Waverley Borough Council, The Burys, 
Godalming GU7 1HR or COMMENT ONLINE at:   
planning.waverley.gov.uk 

WE HAVE SO LITTLE TIME – The last date for         
receipt of Objections is Friday 8 December. 

DON’T DELAY, please WRITE TODAY ! 

Thank you 

And another reminder 
of the enjoyable Get 
Together with our      
various performers. 
Here’s Fingersmith and 
the Rocking Thumbs.

http://www.performerstogether.org.uk
mailto:mike.silver@performerstogether.org.uk
mailto:joe.michel@performerstogether.org.uk
http://www.performerstogether.org.uk
mailto:mike.silver@performerstogether.org.uk
mailto:joe.michel@performerstogether.org.uk
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